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— Diſcourſe 


Db EAT H: 
In 'Two Parts. 


[, Of good Meris willingneſs to die, with the Rea- 
ſons and Motives inducing to it. 


IL Of the Happineſs of an early Preparation fas 


Death: And of the means of overcoming the 
Slaviſh and Anxious Fears of it. 


mm zh an Appendix. 
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By 7 1 
Rector of Brouzhton in the County of Northamptoti 
And ſometime Fell. of Wadham Coll. in Oxford. 


"The Rizhteous bath hope in his Death: Prov. 14.32. 
Lot me die the death of the Righteous, and let my. 
oft ad be 1 ht : Numb. 23. 10. 
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| The Preface 
—_— 
If Here preſent you with the Medi- 
atians of ſome. /ickly and pain- 


Wh hours, de/ignd at firſt (without 
farther view) for the aſuſtance 


nd for the entertainment of the Au- 
bor, who was alſo willing to refreſh 
mſelf with ſuch chearful and en- 
ening Thoughts of a future State, 

might more perfectly reconcile him 
the melancholy paſsage into it. We 
at are ahve, even the youngeſt aud 
eakeſt of us, are all in Being for 
ernity; and therefore have no time 

Je, if we would ſecure the inji- 
fe Concernment of it. There is na 
a 


Fa very dear Friend, lately deceas d, 


_s 1 — — :: ˙ _ 
A —— 8 


The Preface | 
Kepping back into Nothing: We mull 
die, and afterwards be ever Happ 
or e Miſerable. Ts true, that the 
Thoughts of Death are naturally ver 
unpleaſant tous: But then the ſatiſ}f/ 
action of good Men concerning theiſ 
future State, is avaſt encouragement 
to look towards Heaven and Happy, 
neſs, to enquire more earneſtly afteſf® 
them, and notwithſtanding the chill 
ing fears of Death, to haſten and in 
prove their Preparation for it. Na 
> Cor. hear an inſpired ec Apoſile that had 
* . been once in Heaven, and in Deathf}/ 
1855 often, diſcourſing of the Happmeſs q.. 
Heaven, and defying the Terrours 
Death, muſt needs affe any ſerious 
conſidering Perſon, that ſincerely bi / 
liedes and embraces the Princip 
S our holy Religion. And for 1 
Reaſon ] have choſen the words ( * 
St. Paul, the great Pattern of Chrff'4 
ſtian Fortitude, for the ground of if % 
enſuing Diſcourſes, and endeavourſ® 
to ſet the genuine meaning of the. 


To the Reader. 
Ar the trueſt and clearest Light I 
| vas able. | Es | 
„Nou the deſign of the Publication 
0} theſe Papers, is to ſatisfy Men, 
hal as natural as i is to be afraid 
e dying, there is no unavoidable Fa- 
uf ality in the anxious and torment- 


4 he, and have been often prevented 
bd [uppreſs'd by wiſe and ſerious 
i Tonſiderations, and by men of like 
IFaſſions Vith our ſeluves: Men, that 
have ſhown an undaunted Confidence 
th the approaches of Death, and a 
geri deſire to be diffolvd : That 
Ve ſuppreſſing of theſe Fears is ab- 
-o/ately neceſſary to our Happineſs 
„this World; and that nothing do's 

ip can coutribute ſo much to the eaſe 

Mud chearfulneſs of our Lives, as to 


pi Fears of Death: That they may 


1; well fix'd and prepar'd for Death 


und Eternity : And laStly, to ſhew 
fil what Means they that have, made 
"rt ſen/ible progreſs in Religion, 
hee relieve themſelves under their 

Doubts 


Dall hope to leave the World will, 


The Preface to the Reader. 


Doubts and Fears concerning then. 
future State, be prepared to die i 
pease, and exchange this World ja 
an mfinitely better Place. 
Upon the whole, I know not an 
better way to ſerve the Intere$s 1 
the Souls of Men,than on ſure ground 
zo fortify them against the fears 
Death, to let the poor Captives g 
free, and to deliver them out of thi 
worſe, than Egyptian Bondage. n 
/ what is here written will contrſ. 
bute in any degree to this bleſſe 
Work, I have attain'd my end, an 


01 


the greater Satisfattion. 


reparatoryDiſcourſe 


| In de Parts, 


The Firſt. Diſcourfs'\ on 
2 Corinth. V.4 


ani 
Will 


We Dog are in tha Tabernacle do groan, being 
urthened: not that we would be unclothed, but 
othed-upon, that Mortality ef: be Jn wallowed 


5 5. 


HE Apoſtle in ah inn of 
this Chapter, uſes begin ing Me- 
1 to repreſent the uneaſineſs 
this mortal life, to Men that 
ave lttain' d the great end of living, havig ; 
Fithfully ſery'd God in a long coutle” of 
WIety, according to the Rule and Tenour of 
Je Goſpel. In the firſt Ma — Opp ge 

ar mortal Body to an earth and in 
e next words (as if he by 5 Halen too fa- 
A vourably 


= 
„ 
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vourably of it) to a Tent or Tabernacle: 3 
much colder, and a far leſs ſecure, durable 
and convenient Habitation. Accordingly he 
tells us, Verſe 20, In this [Houſe or Taberna- 
cle] we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed-upm 
with our houſe which i from heaven; 1. e. with 
the Manſion which Chriſt who came from 
Heaven, hath purchaſed and prepared in Hes. 
ven for us; to which he adds this caution in 
the 34 V. If ſo be we ſhall be found clothed, ani 
not naked. And then it follows in the word 
of the Text, For we that are in this Tabernacl 
do groan, being burthened: not that we would l. 
unclothed, but clothed-upon, that Mortality mig. 
be ſwallowed up of Life. 
The Inſtruction contain'd in theſe word 
is wrapt up in ſo many Rhetorical Scheme 
and on that it is not very xr withou | 


ON 1 92 % 


except the Parables and Prophetial w. Weed 
that in ſo little room has ſo many Metaphof 
rical Terms and Alluſions in it. 1 ſhall there 
fore endeavour to repreſent the true and 
genuine meaning of theſe words as: plainh | 
and briefly as I can. 

Me that are in this "TEST or mortal! 3c 
dy, do groan being burthened, i. e. with man 


grievous and ſore Afflictions, deſiring if ib 


* God, that he would ſhorten the tin; 
0 


. £9 F Death, &c. 


af our Tryals and Safferings 3 in this World. 
IK Groan is afflicted Natures Prayer to God 
heſſor a ſeaſonable diſcharge from the Burthens 
nnd Afflictions of this mortal State. Sighs 
pound Groans are not only natural Indications 
mf Grief and Anguiſh, but they alſo import 
om earneſt and reſtleſs Deſire of eaſe and de- 
ea yerance from them. And tis certain that 
ipod underſtands the Language of our Sighs 


ani 
rh 
ack 
4 bt 
21ght 


upplications and Prayers. 


e Apoſtles Deſire to be eaſed of the Trou- 
ordſſles of this mortal life, with the Expreſſions 
*. mediately following: Not that we would 
 unclothed, but clothed. upon: that is, as ſome 


all terpret thoſe words, He would be deliver d 


ope 
wrd! 
f we 
ing 
pho 
here 
x -Anc 
ain 


om the Preſſures and Afflictions of this life 


cannot readily aſſent to it, I muſt acknow- 
doe is recommended by a Perſon of that 


11 Wat it is not at all deſirable to be of a con- 
A1 DU 

man) 
if! 


but clothed- upon] is that che Apoſtle ra- 
11 


nd Groans, and is no leſs ready to hear and 
nſwer them, than to grant our moſt wg a 


Hitherto there is no great Myſtery in the 
ſords; the chief Difficulty is to reconcile 


ithout dying, by an immediate Tranſlation 
to Heaven. This Interpretation, though 


everence, Judgment, and) Penetration, to- 
ther with a fingolar Facility in the Ex- 
cation of difficult Texts ef Scripture, 


ay Opinion to him. His words are theſe,” 
the plain ſenſe [of not being unclothed, 


wi deſires ds it may be) to be of the 
on | A2 number 


nh $ 8 | 8 ——— ” 
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A Preparatory Diſcourſe Part1þ 
number of Thoſe who ſhall be found alivg 
Lat the coming of Chriſt, and have thi 

mortal and corruptible Body, while the 

c are clothed with it, changed into a ſpiri 

cc tual and incorruptible Body, without the 

« pain and terrour of dying: of which im 

« mediate Tranſlation into Heaven, with 

« the painful Divorce of Soul and Body b 

c Death, Enoch and Elias were anne ih 

At Old Teſtament. _ _ 

Now (with, all due ſubmiſſion ) I canno 
think, that this is the plain ſenſe of the Apo 
ſtle in this place, becauſe I am very ſure iti 

_ contrary to many plainer Expreſſions of hi 

concerning his willingneſs to die and be 
diſſolved, what ever the pain and terrour d 
dying be, without deſiring the favour of ar 
immediate Tranſlation into Heaven. And 
yet I do not at all doubt, but by unelothinffer 

He certainly means the par ting or ſepatation 

ok; the Soul ang, Body, which S. Peter as well 

as S. Paul deſeribes, by putting off thisearthſo 
ly. Ag if e Ol 1. . Mon 
ing L Du 2 0 Abernac 
as our Lord-FeſugiChbriff bath, forwad me.. . Bu 
then I cannot,{es-any ground there is fre | 
theſe words [or t hat we — be unclot fed lu 
clothed- upon] co: ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle wa 
ſo much 1 ati the thoughts of dyin 

(as the emen NP bentinrimpies) thats he 
choſe rather to wait for a Tranſlation at th 

ATE Chriſt, and to bear his great BY 


che 


1þ F Death, Sc. 


ve ben of Afflictions, under which he already 5 


Wroand (and which was not likely to grow 
| as his Strength decayed, and the In- 
rmities of old Age grew heavier upon him) 
| IN the Appearance of that | og and ſur- 
imſrizing Day. 

ol Tor let us conſider, 
Ml 1. That this do's not at all ſuit with the 
; nharacter of this bleſſed Apoſtle, who for 
| any years had expoſed himſelf to all kind 
no Dangers, and had look d Death a thou- 
pond times in the face, with as much Bravery 
it Md Reſolution, as ever any of the famous 
hishampions or Heros did, whoſe Names are 
| bÞcorded in ancient or modern Hiſtories. 
r ofiltall give you but one Inſtance of this at 
#-anicſent : when a Prophet came down from 
r ruſalem to Ceſarea, and foretold the ill treat- 
matt which S. Paul (who had determin d to 
tion thither) would certainly meet with from 
ea enraged Enemies there, and had there- 


on prevailed with his Friends and Compa- 


Gon ſpns to diſſwade him (as they did with zears Acts 21. 


Boſſch unſhaken Courage and Conſtancy he re- " 


% weep and to break my heart? for I am rea- 
er ro be bound only, but alſo to die at Feruſa- 
dying | for the name of the Lord Feſus. 

ate 02, That there is no mention in this Chap- 
at th of the incorruptible Body, which the 
Pots at the general Reſurrection ſpall be 
cher A 3 vyeſted 


their eyes) from his dangerous Journey, 12 11, 


and them this noble Anſwer: What mean verſe 1 


4 Preparatary Diſcourſe Part! 

veſted with: or of any thing that looks lili 

2 Tranſlation into Heaven without dyin# 
but what is merely conjectural, Yea, ſo f 
is this from the Scope and Tenour of the 4 
poſtles Argument in this Chapter, that no! 
thing 1s plainer, than 
3. That He grounds his Diſcourſe up 
the Diſſolution of the mortal or natural M 
dy, in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter: For 
our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle were dif 
folv'd, we have a building of God, an houſe iff 
made with hands, eternal i in the Heavens. l 

which words I think it is very plain, th 
the Apoſtles deſign was to bear up the hea 
of good Men under the fearful Apprehef 
ſions of Death; not by putting them on vit 
| Wiſhes to eſcape their mortal Enemy, t 
being carried alive and entire into Heave 
but by giving them an Aſſurance of a certa 
and inconceivable Advantage they wo 
have by the Diſſolution of this mortal Bod!) 
ſince immediately upon it they ſhould remoſF! 
into a ſpiritual World, and exchange th. 
' Earthly Tabernacle for a Building of God, % 
Houſe of Divine Architecture, a moſt g ler 
rious and delicious Structure, and dural” 
to. Eternity. Now I ſee no reaſon there o 
to ſuppoſe, that S. Paul, after he had gi 
his Diſciples and Friends ſo high and vaſt 
eneouragement againſt the fear of Dea 
ſhould amuſe them with a fancy of being! 
mediately tranſlated into Heaven; the 
˖ 


— 
— „. 


ti F Death, Sc. 7 
er becauſe it could be no relief to thoſe 
indhat were afraid to die, becauſe they could 
\ {ſave no Aſſurance but that they might be all 
nt to their Graves, long before the coming 

nf Chriſt to Judgment when alone they could 

ope to be tranſlated by him: For of that Mark 13. 

1 2 and that hour (ſaith our Saviour himſelf) 3% 
| hroweth no man, no not the Angels mhich are in 
or Peaven, neither the Son, but the Father, It will 
ade a mighty happineſs indeed to thoſe holy 
ſe Hen that ſhall be living at the coming of 
briſt, that they ſhall not ſo much as taſt 

ti Death : but that ſuch a Change there will 
1x can be no Argument againſt the fear of 
ehe death, becauſe no Man living can be ſure 
\ vaſEfore hand, that he ſhall live to be ever the 
y, Etter for it. 5 * 
vel 4. Tis obſervable that the Apoſtle (pre- 
ertihtly after the Text) makes a vaſt difference 
wolfftween our continuing in the Body, and 
BodHoying the blisful Preſence of God in Hea- 
emofen. Therefore (ſaith he) we are always con- v. 6. & 8 
e tient, knowing that whilſt we are at home in the | 
od, %, we are abſent from the Lord; we are con- | 
ſt gent, T ſay, and willing rather to be abſent | 
Jura” the body, and to be preſent with the Lord. 
here low what is plainer, than that the Apoſtle, 
1 o1ÞÞ theſe two different States, makes his Op- 
vaſt Jon of the latter, that is to be out of the 
Deaſſody, and ſo preſent with the Lord, rather 
ing ian continue in the Body, and be abſent 
the en the Lord, And this I am ſure is no Ar- 

3 gument 


1 


A Preparatory Diſcourſe Parti 
gument that S. Paul was much afraid of f 


againſt the fear of Death, and was ſo con 


fident himſelf of the happy iſſue of it, d 


clare almoſt in the ſame breath, and in ff 


_ contradiction to his own Doctrine, that h 
really wiſh'd to ſtay in the Body (while) 


groan d earneſtly to be deliver'd out of it) ti 
the uncertain Day of Chriſt's coming to Jud 


ment, i. e. to be ſo long abſent from the Lorl 


Would the Man that had been once in He 
ven, and was as ſure to go thither again, 


he was (without a Miracle) to die, chooſet 


delay his removal thither to the laſt mome: 
of Time, as if he had been frighted wil 
the Glories of the Place, or taken a Surfe 
of the Happineſs of it? However tis certai 
had he enjoyed his with (according to ti 
Interpretation) he muſt have been alive 


this day: and as earneſt as he was to en 


the Preſence of Chriſt, have kept himſelf a 
of it for more than ſixteen hundred ye: 
—A I We 

ut ſtill dos not the Apoſtle ſay, we gros 
not that we would be unclothed? 1 Anſwer 
F. That the Particle [not] dos not alwa 
denote a ſtrict and abſolute Negation, b 


is very often uſed in a qualified and comp 


rative Senſe, of which there are innumerab 
inſtances in Scripture. Thus, when God te 


Ho. 6 his People the ſews, I will have Mercy and 


Sacrifi 


Apoſtle, who mightily encouraged othe 


Of Death, &c. 1 
acriſice, he do's not abſolutely forbid them 
offer Sacrifice, but only declares that he 
ooles Mercy much rather than Sacrifice. 


eaſures in Heaven; our Saviour do's not here 
t Morbid the getting or preſerving an Eſtate by 
e Moneſt Care and Diligence: his meaning on- 
tis, to oblige his Diſciples to ſecure their 
udgÞyerlaſting rather than their temporal In- 
Lorireſts, and to proportion their Endeavours 
Hel the vaſt Difference there is between them, 


in, Þ reſpe& of their real and intrinſick Value. 


o{et 
Mel 

wit 
urfe 
tal 
© th 
ve | 
ene 
elf ol 
| ye! 


ſhall name but one inſtance more among 
any which ſhew, that this is no unuſual 


Cor. 4. ult. We look not at the things which are 
n, but at the things which are not ſeen: for the 
mes which are ſeen are Temporal, but the things 


rd not viſible and temporal things in 
ernal ; for aſſuredly his meaning was not 


 groſomforts of this life, as unworthy of a Chri- 
- 
alwa 
n, b 
comp 
nerab 
od te 


od Men are more intenſely ſet upon the In- 


us 1 underſtand the Expreſſion in the Text: 
e groan, not to be unclothed, but clothed-upon : 


aud Mat is, though we know that Death will 
acrifi e certainly 


$o Matth. 6. 19. Lay not up for your ſelves trea- 
res upon Earth, — — but lay up for your ſelves 


anner of ſpeaking with &. Paul himſelf, 


ich are not ſeen are Eternal. That is, we re- 
ompariſon of thoſe which are inviſible and 
exclude all manner of concernment for the 
an: but only to ſhew, that the hearts of 


reſts of Eternity, than upon the fading and 
riſhing Advantages of this World. And 


9 


- 


of our ſorrows, as we are on a much betteſ 


mortal Body, we may be immediately aray 


God hath prepared for them that love him. Af 
this J am ſure is very agreeable to the |i 


ſwallowed up of life: 1. e. life immortal, 
which we ſhall receive a glorious Rem 
for all our Sufferings: and this little Rill q; 


of a joyful Eternity. 


of the Evils and Afflictions of this life, at 


A Preparatory Diſcourſe Part], ; | 
certainly eaſe us of the Preſſures and Affi 


ctions we groan under, and are therefor 
ready to welcome the Tidings of it, yet wi 


- 
are not ſo deſirous to die only to ſee an en 


account: namely that being deveſted of thif 


with immortal Glory, and be for ever preſa 
with the Lord. We ſhould be glad to be dei 
verd from the Burthens of this life, bu 
much rather to be inveſted with that fi 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, whidi 


Clauſe in the Text, that Mortality might r 


life (after all its Murmurs, Sobbings, at 
Wandrings ) ſhall be happily loſt in the Oce 

The words being thus ſtripp d of their Ne 
gures and Metaphors, the plain Engliſh 
them in isse ic 

That the beſt Men, though not abſolute 
free from the fear of Death, are ſo ſenſi 


- 


L 
deſirous of the Happineſs of that to coil 
that they chooſe to die, and take a ſh 
leave of this World, rather than by a long» 
ftay to endure the utmoſt Inconyeniende 
of it. ; 2 a 0 

| 


vl. Of Death, &c. 
tg This Propoſition, containing the whole 
torfcope and Meaning of the Text, I ſhall pro- 
t vwilecute in the following Method: . 
1. 1 ſhall ſhew what thoſe great Evils and 
Inconveniences are, which burthen the pa- 
Wicnce of the beſt Men, and make them will- 
pg to die, before the time of their Diſſo- 
SWW „ 
2. What thoſe great Advantages are, which 
ood Men may juſtly hope for upon their re- 
oval out of this World, and their happy 
Arrival at the next. Theſe two things, duly 
Wonſider'd, will ſufficiently juſtify the wiſ- 
om of thoſe that being prepared to die, 
Wc defirous to be caſed of this mortal State. 
ind then „„ 1 "H 
3. I ſhall ſhew, what a ſignal happineſs it 
to have our Minds well prepared and for- 
ted againſt the approaches of Death. 
4. By what means we may aſſuredly over- 
dme the laviſh and anxious fear of Death, 
eir Nefore we are caſt upon our Death- beds, or 
liſn ave attain' d to the common Period of liy- 
oluteY This is a ſerious and affecting Argument 
ent all the branches of it: we all know we 
fe, ſuſt ſhortly die, and yet we are generally 
> ColÞt to hang too fondly about this preſent life. 


a Ivbe M ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it n for the Eccl. 11. 


longer to behold the Sun: eſpecially when (as 7007. 
nienqpeaks) it ſhines upon our Tabernacle, and 
eriſnes the fruits of our labours. Where- 
Ti upon 


A Preparatory Diſcourſe Parti. 
upon the Royal Preacher gives us this excel 
lent Advice: But if a man live many year 
and rejoyce in them all, yet let him remember ii 
days of darkneſs, for they ſhall be many. An 
certainly there is great need of ſuch awake 
ing Admonitions as this. For Death, thou 
it carries off the Dreggs of Mortality, ani 
ſets us beyond the reach of temporal Evik 
is but a bitter Pill, eſpecially to thoſe th 
are of a bad and fickly Conſtitution of Soul 

And hence it is, that ſuch Perſons, and ſom 
that are of a much better rank, Men that ar 
religious in the main, and obferve a goo 
Decorum in their dealings with others, a 
ready to ſhrink at the thoughts, and bitter 
reſent the tidings of Death, for want of 
more exact and ſerious enquiry into the Stat 

of their Souls, and allowing themſeives mor 
time of Preparation for a dying hour. An 
| ſurely of all the hours of our lives, our [i 
ought to be moſt upon our thoughts, becau 
it ſtands next to Eternity: and according 1 
we are prepared or unprepared for it, » 
{hall immediately be happy or miſerable to 
ever. Beſides this, the higheſt ſatisfactio 
we are capable of in this life, that whic 
gives the greateſt Allay to all our Troubl 
and Sorrows, which above all things wi 
keep our Spirits eaſy and chearfal, and vi 
{ſtrangely ſweeten the natural bitterneſs aÞ 
Death (as 1 ſhall ſhew more at large hereafteſp 
is upon good grounds to find our ſelves a 

"ns 


rtl of Death, Sc. 
i ays willing and ready to die, when ever it 
ear 
Y tl 
An 
ken 
Up! 
an 
vil 


tha 


le of Tears. Let us then conſider the 
oment of theſe things, and ſeaſon our 
inds with ſuch ſerious Meditations upon 
em, as (I doubt not) will ſecure them from 
> 1nordinate Love of this preſent life, and 
m the daſhing and amazing fears of 
ath and Eternity. The firſt thing pro- 
Wicd in order hereunto, was to ſhew _ 
What thoſe great Evils and Inconve- 


> belt Men, and make them willing to die, 


of amities, which good Men meet with in 
Stalſſ ir paſſage through this trouble ſome World. 
mor@m0n, the wiſeſt Obſerver of things, hath. 

And us this labour when he tells us (as the 
ir Halt of all his critical Enquiries after an 
ecaulſſthly Happineſs) that all j vanity and vexa- 
ng $9 Port. We muſt therefore of neceſſity 
it, ace the ſufferings of good Men to ſome 
le {eral Heads, which I hall endeavour to 


actio and diſpatch with all conyenient Brevity i 


which Plainneſs. 


oublF: 
ys W be beſt Men, both in the natural and the 


all pleaſe God to remove us out of this 


Wnces are, which burthen the patience of 


ore the time of their Diſſolution appears. 
ere endleſs to reckon up all the Evils and 


Firſt then Mortality i it ſelf i is a burthen | 
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id wifi! ſence. They. and the whole Creation 


jeſs qun under it, as a ſignal Token of divine 
eaſteſpleaſure at the Fall of our once innocent 
yes aFits, : by which * unhappily loſt a glo- 

Wa rious 


verſ. 8. 


reſent the tidings of Death, for want of Þ: 
more exact and ſerious enquiry into the Sta 
of their Souls, and allowing themſeives mo 
time of Preparation for a dying hour. Ani 


days of darkneſs, for they ſhall be many. An 


ſets ns beyond the reach of temporal Evib 


Decorum in their dealings with others, a 


we are prepared or unprepared for it, 


we are capable of in this life, that wh 
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upon the Royal Preacher gives us this excel 
lent Advice: But if a man live many year 
and rejoyce in them all, yet let him remember tf 


certainly there is great need of ſuch awakenWi 
ing Admonitions as this. For Death, thoug 
it carries off the Dreggs of Mortality, ange 


is but a bitter Pill, eſpecially to thoſe thi 
are of a bad and ſickly Conſtitution of So 
And hence it is, that ſuch Perſons, and ſom 
that are of a much better rank, Men that a 
religious in the main, and obſerve a goof 


ready to ſhrink at the thoughts, and bitter 


ſurely of all the hours of our lives, our [i 
ought to be moſt upon our thoughts, becau 
it ſtands next to Eternity: and according 


ſhall immediately be happy or miſerable iq 
ever. Beſides this, the higheſt ſatisfactio 


gives the greateſt Allay to all our 'Troublij} E 
and Sorrows, which above all things vie 
keep our Spirits eaſy and chearful, and vil 
ſtrangely ſweeten the natural bitterneſs "1 
Death (as 1 ſhall ſhew more at large hereafte es 
is upon good grounds to find our ſelves ts 
wa 


4 of Death, Sc. 98 
ys willing and ready to die, when ever it 
ö 

le of Tears. Let us then conſider the 
oment of theſe things, and ſeaſon our 


em, as (1 doubt not) will ſecure them from 
> inordinate Love of this preſent life, and 


ath and Eternity. The firſt thing pro- 
ſed in order hereunto, was to ſhew | 
ml. What thoſe great Evils and Inconve- 
ances are, which burthen the patience of 
o beſt Men, and make them willing to die, 
a 
cre endleſs to reckon up all the Evils and 
xf amities, which good Men meet with in 
taiic paſſage through this troubleſome World. 
10 mon, the wiſeſt Obſerver of things, hath, 
Anfed us this labour when he tells us (as the 
Mult of all his critical Enquiries after an 
auhly.Happineſs) that all 2j vanity and vexa- 
g Sirit. We muſt therefore of neceſſity 
„ue the ſufferings of good Men to ſome 
> Meral Heads, which I ſhall endeavour to 
Rio and diſpatch with all convenient Brevity 
thi Plainneſss. Facts 
ab. Pirſt then Mortality it ſelf is a burthen 
ye beſt Men, both in the natural and the 
| wit! ſence. They and the whole Creation” 
5 An under it, as a ſignal Token of divine 
aftelbleaſure at the Fall of our once innocent 
es nts, by which they unhappily loſt a glo- 


Wa rlous 


ll pleaſe God to remove us out of this 
inds with ſuch ſerious Meditations upon 


,m the daſhing and amazing fears of 


ore the time of their Diſſolution appears. 


13 


14 


their Poſterity immortal. 
the Loins of our firſt Anceſtor, when Gi 
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rious Opportunity of making themſelves ay 


Part] 


laid this Burthen upon him in Paradice, | 


caſe of his eating the forbidden fruit, Gen. 


17. In the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurt 


die: i. e. Thou and thy guilty Poſterity ſh; 


from that day be confignd over to Deat 


or into a State of Mortality: for that my 


be the meaning of dying, ſince Adam liye 
many hundred years after the forfeiture 
his life to the incenſed Juſtice of God. Ar 
this account the Apoſtle gives of the gene 
Mortality of Mankind, Rom. 5. 12. By 
Man Sin enter d into the world, and Death 
Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for ti 
all have finned. There is nothing innoce 
in the Grave: nor have we any reaſon 
complain, that we all muſt die by the Sin 


one: ſince beſides our actual Sins (whi 


deſerve more Deaths than one) tis cert 
that God did not owe us Immortality, wii 


he made ns out of the duſt of the Groun 


And if we cannot plead an Exemption fi 
Death by any natural Right (1. e. by be 
by Nature immortal, or made without 1 


Principles of Corruption, which our Bod 


were not:) or by any Favour or Promiſe 


God which we never forfeited, tis evid 


that we can have no wrong by being ſubj 


to Death, ſince we are no better either 
Nature or Merit than mortal Creatures. 


AY 
<. 


We were all! 


F Death, &c. 


Venom and Anguiſh of it be greatly al- 
d by the blood of Chriſt, yet {till there 
i ains enough to exerciſe the patience of 
holieſt Men in this life. As they are 
As, of the ſame Make and Conftitaricn: with 
ers, they muſt have the ſame Principle of 
preſervation, and therefore the ſame na- 
al fear of Death, as it ſignifies the ſepa- 
jon of the Soul and Body : which, though 2 
different Kinds and Properties, are of two 

dear and agreeable Natures, curiouſly: 

ught by the immediate hand of God, and 

ted by a vital Claſp, into one Sympathe- 
| and Individual Being. And hence it is, 
all Men have a. natural Love of Life, 

© by conſequence a natural Averſion to 
n thoughts of dying. 
in . In this State of Mortality che beſt Men 
** often exerciſed with variety of great Af- 
erultions and Troubles, in the deareſt of all 
me r temporal Concerns and Intereſts: ſuch 
heir Health, their Relations and Friends, 
I Eſtates and good Names &c. There was 
one of all theſe Calamities, but what in 
ort time befel one of the beſt Men that 
yorld had known. Fob, we know, was a 
on of an extraordinary Character for his 

id and Integrity towards God and Men, 

Ihe greatneſs of his Sufferings, and for 

invarallel d Patience under them: And 

vonder that his Reſentment ſometimes 

was 


i 


is Sin that #5 the ſting of Death: and thou gh * 15. 


16 


anguiſh of his Spirit he could not forbear 


when all the Delights of his life were golf 


Relief, and he had no other Sanctuary 
him but the Grave; where he hoped toe 


and life to the bitter in ſoul? Which long for du 
hid treafures* M hich r 


are glad when they can find t 
would nat live alway: let me alone for my i 


Men under any exquiſite pain, violent 


happineſs of a dear, and (it may be ano! 
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was more than ordinary too: or that in 


complain, as if he thought it a hard ci 


and he was ſorely afflicted in his Body, il 
yond the meaſure (perhaps) of all Men i 
ever livd upon the Earth before him, f 
he might not have the favour to die, (whi 
he greatly deſired) when Death was his of 


his heart, and to bury his noiſom Sore 
the common bed of Stench and Putrefacti 
Thus he expreſſes himſelf in a very eleg 
and ſurely in his ſorrowful Circumſtance 
very excuſable Paſſion, Fob. 3. 20, 21, 
Wherefore us light given to him that in in mul 


but it cometh not, and dig for it, more than 
= exceedingly, 
e grave? Anda 
Chap. 7. Ly, 16. My Soul chooſeth ſtrong | 
and death rather thau my life; I loath' 


are vanity.” — 40 95 
Tis true, this was an extraordinary Ci 
but what is more common, than for g 


lingring ſickneſs, or indelible reproach ( th 
malicious and undeſerv d foever:) or for df 


as are exceedinply affected at the loſs or F w 
e at 


valu 


Of” Death, Ge. 17. 
alued) Relation, to defire as heartily to die, 
dying Sinners do to prolong their lives, 

4 hich 1s a defire no Man queſtions the fin- 

erity of? Such was Davids reſentment of 

le Death of his Son Abſalom: Would God Is Sam. 
7 died for thee, O Abſalom, my Son, my Son.“ uk. 
Ind thus the Apoſtle S. Paul, knowing what 
fluence. his Reputation had upon the ſuc- 

& of his Miniſtry, declares ir were better for Cor. 9. 
n to die, than that any man ſhould make hu 
Morying void. 

«lll The frailty of humane Nature is ſuch, 

Wat though for a time it may ſuſtain its In- 

mity, yet 1t cannot long endure any vio- 

Wnt outragious Pain, Sickneſs, or Oppreſ- 
dn, but groans and ſinks under its Burthen, 
w d then calls for Death to relieve and ſuc- 
aur it: as they can abundantly teſtify 
un hnoſe Office it is to attend upon ſickly and 
„ Miconſolate Perſons. How earneſtly have 
| 2oFMany of them wiſh'd themſelves out of this 
al orld? How ſeriouſly have they lift up their 
þ Wes to Heaven, and begg d a ſpeedy diſcharge 
Im the Sorrows and Afflictions of this mor- | 
State? How {milingly do they look upon ö 
Cath? And while they he toſſing to and 

g upon their ſick Beds, catching at a little 

em niſhing caſe, how affectingly 2 they ſpeak 

h the happineſs of thoſe = th lie ſtill and 

or i diſturbed in their Graves? There (ſay they) Job 3 17, 
or f wicked ceaſe from troubling, there the weary 18, 19 
nol at reſt ; there the Priſoners reſt together: they 
valu B hear 
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Church of God, in times of great Dege 


other external Evils: and though ſome M 
bear them with a much better Grace, a 


ſtouteſt and beſt of them are glad of eak 
this World will not afford it, they kno 


ſtill they felt the ſame ſmart and angul 
from them that all other Men do: and 1 doi 
it gave them but little eaſe in a violent fit 


Soul and Spirit of Man, that is both t 
ſpring and center of all Senſation: and 
_ outward Troubles afflict the Spirit, as thi 
certainly do, they are certainly real Ey 
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hear not the voice of the Oppreſſor ; the ſmall a 
great are there, and the Servant it free from 
Maſter. _ 
All Men have the like ſenſe of Pain a 


greater Magnanimity than others, yet th 
and it is the happineſs of good Men, that 
where there is one that will. The Szozcks1 


deed would not allow any external Sufferin 
to be branded with the Name of Evils: b 


the Stone, or upon the Rack, to flatter the 
{elves that there was no harm in it. Tist 


though not ſo grievous and intolerable 
thoſe that immediately wound the Spirit 
Conſcience of awaken'd and unpardon'd $i 
ner. e 1 
3. The ill State of Religion and 


racy and Profaneſs, is enough to make gd 
Men weary of their lives, and willing ny 


leave the World, when there is little or Fon 
hope of any timely amendment of it. Ibn 


Of Death, 6c. 


Dee livd in a very corrupt and degenerate 
oe; and having by his mighty Zeal for the 
rue Religion, incurr d the high Diſpleaſure 


hat ever met together in a Throne) tis ſaid 


ſtore it to the right Owner: and to let the 
nbelieving Court ſee, that the God of Iſrael 
Was able to protect him, in deſpight of all 
ner malicious Attempts againſt him. Ac- 


JU 
ol 
fit 
het 
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ble 
it Mels d with theſe ſorrowful Thoughts, the 


red with his Journey, and with thinking 


n and the dangers of the Church, toge- 
er with the general Corruption of the 


d ly Prophet ſets himſelf down under a Fur 1 Kings 
er tree, and there requeſted for himſelf that 19. 3,4 


d night die: ſaying, It is enough now, O Lord, 
egenſe away my life, for I am not better than my 
e gofitbers, And thus Rebekah, having liv d 
ing ny years in the moſt religious Family 
or Fon Earth, grew ſo fick of the Converſa- 


Ihn of her Heathen Daughters-in-law, that 
1 B 2 ſhe 


. the Caſe of the great Prophet Zkjah : 


f Abab and Fezabel (perhaps the worſt pair 


rdingly he took Sanctuary in a Wilderneſs, 
ot fearing to meet with any thing ſo brutiſh 
id ſavage there, as the Company which he 

ft at Court behind him. And now being 


the melancholy State of Religion, his 
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W fed for hy life (not becauſe he was loth to 1 Kings 
Wart with it, but) becauſe he was willing to?? 


durt and Kingdom, that ſpared neither 
ophet, Prieſt, nor Altar, that was devoted 
the Worſhip of the only true God : op- 
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ſhe made a bitter Complaint to Iſaac, fearin 
leſt her beloved Son Facob alſo ſhould mar 
with ſome or other of the accurſed Canaanij 
Race, as his Brother Eſau had done befoy 
him, Gen. 27. ult. And Revekgs ſaid mn 1 
Iſaac, I am weary of my life, becauſe f. 

Daughters of Heth: If Jacob take a Wife of i 
| Daughters of Heth, ſuch as theſe which art 
the Daughters of the land, what good ſhall my ij 
do me? The like Complaint we have fra 

pi. 110 King David: Wo is me, that I ſojourn in 
5,6. ſech, that I dwell in the Tents of Keaar: ] 
Soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peat 
P.. 55. 6. Oh that I had wings like a Dove, for then wo 
5 IT flee away, and be at reſt, Nor is it at 1 
ſtrange, that good Men who are forced 
live (like Lot in Sodom) where Vice and! 
religion have got the Aſcendant over Viri 
and Piety : and every thing that is ſeriou 
run down with all the Spight and Impuden 
imaginable, ſhould be tired with living 
2Pet.2.7, this rate, and having their righteous Souls ves 
from day to day with the filthy and nauſeoſſſe 
2 Cor. 6 converſation of the wicked. For what Fellowſi 0 
"+ 15> hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs > 4 
what Communion hath light with darkneſs? 4 
what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial? Or wh 
part hath he that beliereth with an Infidel? 4 
what agreement hath the Temple of God ni 
1dols > There are no two things in natu 
more eſſentially oppoſite and diſagreeab 
to each other, than ſhameleſs Vice and In 


piel 


Of Death, &c. 
"W-ty, and pure and undefiled Virtue and 


eligion. . 
4. Good Men are ſo ſenſible of their own 
perfections and Infirmities, while they are 


eir declining age) but aſpire after a better 


men made perfect in Heaven. Here they 
Je clogg d and encumber'd with Fleſh and 
"Wood, and forc d to drag a heavy Chain of 
Wrural and moral Infirmities about with 
em. This Notion the Pythagoreans had of 
Wc Life of Man in this World, and there- 
re compared the Body to a Priſon, where 


rbarous and wretched Company: and after 


Perty, they ſit down and long for Death, 
put an end to their miſery, and give them 
peedy deliverance from it. And thus it is 


tter than a priſon to their immortal Spirits. 
While they are fetter d with original cor- 
ption, and notwithſtanding all their care 
d watchfulneſs, are ſometimes tranſported 
Ich irregular Deſires and Paſſions: When 
„e Light both of their Eyes and Under- 
25 B 3 ſtandings 


the Body, that they cannot (eſpecially in 


te, and wiſh themſelves with the Spirits of 


finding it in vain to endeavour an Eſcape, 
d that they can go but the length of their 
ain towards the recovery of their native 


Ih good Men in relation to their ſpiritual 
erty : Their mortal Body when it is worn 
d cramp'd with Pain and Sickneſs, is no 


or miſerable Men are kept in ſlavery, loaded 
th Bonds and Fetters, and confind to 


\ US. 


reſt from their labours, and to aſpire after 


When their bodily Infirmities exclude the 


willing to ſhake of their Chains, and be i 


Rom. g. 


21. 


the Body, there can be no reaſonable Hf 


verſ. 23. 


even we our ſelves do groan within our ſeluſins 
waiting for the Adoption, to wit, the Redempli 
of our Body: i. e. the final Redemption of IF © 
from all degrees of Frailty and Corruptiof®* 


and Uſefulneſs of their Converſation is ſe 


which have hitherto been the great pleaſur 


they find themſelves at a loſs to recover tha 
lively reliſhes of the Love and Favour of G0 


eſteem far better than life it ſelf ; tis not 
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ſtandings begins to fail them: when their Meg 
mories are ſhatter d, the Sweetneſs, Gaiet 
2 


ſibly impair d, and they are no longer able 
carry on thoſe worthy and excellent deſign 


and employment of their lives: tis then 
tural to deſire a releaſe, to with themſelves 


State of abſolute freedom and perfectio 


from the places of God's publick Worthy 
when the Spring of their devotion flags, an 


which they have formerly enjoyed, ani 


all ſtrange, while they thus groan under ti 
bondage of Corruption, that they ſhould | 


ver d into the glorious liberty of the Children 
God: which, while the Spirit is coop d up 


pectation of. For we our ſelves (faith the! 
poſtle) which have the firft Fruits of the Sym ec 


ſer 


bug 


lori 


0 | 


5. Laſtly, this mortal Body is a burtht 
to good Men, as it detains them from f 
happineſs of the Life to come. Fleſb 

+ att Fl 


Of Death, Ge. 


v can in no ſenſe enter into the kingdom of Gor 15. 


4, no more than Corruption can inherit Incor-50- 
tion, They are things of too groſs and 
avy a nature to dwell in the pure ethereal 


ions above. There is nothing in Heaven 


table to their innocent Deſires and Inclina- 
ns, and much leſs to their impure and vi- 


Ss Appetites; Nothing that defileth ( faith S. Rev. 21. 


hn) ſhall in any wiſe enter into that holy place. ult 
ee the pure and Heavenly- minded 
riſtian, that has mortified the fleſh with its 
aons and Luſts, and while he is in the 
dy is forced to carry the dead Weight 
out him, and to have many a hard pull 
th it, till he drops it in the Grave, may be 
aſonably ſuppos d to part very earfily : 
th 1t, upon moderate Warning: knowing 
can never hope to reach to Heaven, or en- 
into everlaſting Reſt, with ſo cumber- 
eand unwieldy a burthen upon him. 


Irhe Joyes of Heaven, the Pleaſures of the 


World to come, are of that raviſhing and 


Snſporting Nature, that every one that 
Wd; his Intereſts in them, may well be ſup- 
fed to be willing to exchange the beſt 
Yings of this World, and much more the 


ee and Calamities of it, for a preſent 
d everlaſting Fruition of them. S. Paul, 
ter he was caught up into the third Heaven, „ 


ough he had but a tranſient View of the 


Wories of the Place, never counted his life dear Acts 20. 


6 bhimſelf. After this we hear of i * 
ut 


24 


PC. 179, miſt, Then ſhall I be ſatisfied, when I ani 
ult. 


Pf. 16 9, 
10, 11. 


but hu dying daily, his deſire to be diſſolved, a 


had planted in the Churches, and bu chooſing 
be abſent from the Body, that he might be 
ſent with the Lord, being fully aſſured that 


for thou wilt not leave my Soul in hell; neith 
wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Corruptin 
SELL Thou wilt ſhem me the Path of life: In thy jn 
| ſence u fulneſs of joy: at thy right hand are pl 
ſures for evermore. 7 9 
Theſe are the natural breathings and pai 
ings of the Soul after Heaven, when once 


the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of that blelk 


the more the Spirit is upon the Wang, ti 


dom and Felicity. 
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to be with Chriſt, his readineſs to be offer d i or 
the Sacrifice and Service of that Faith, whu 


* 
him to die was gain. And thus the holy Pl 


with thy likeneſs; My Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hi 


is touch d with a quick and vigorous Senſeq 


State. And very often, the more the Bod 
grows ſluggiſh and unactive, the apter it 1s 
droop and languiſh in any ſpiritual Exerciſs 


more eager to be unpiniond, and to tak 
its Flight into the regions of perfect Fre 


Tis ſadly evident, that we can make bi 
little riddance of our. way to Happanel 
whilſt we are forced to travel with ſo di 
and flow a Companion as this mortal Bod 
and to carry ſo great a luggage about us, Md 
will be always moleſting and troubling us v 
the laſt day of our lives: We muſt 105 

| 00 


tl Of Death, Sc. 


orld, while we are in theſe Earthly Taber- 


Nod Reaſon, ſo willing to part with them. 
our Bodies were more delicate and more 
ful to us than they are, and gave us far 
W diſturbance than they generally do: If 


ce ¶ ſervice in this World. 


e q have now done with the firſt General po: | 


ellWnded to be ſpoken to: viz. What thoſe 


Bodſat Evils and Inconveniences are, which 


is apt to tire the patience of the beſt Men, 


ciſq make them willing to die, before the 
„ Uſe of their Diſſolution appears. 1 pro- 


tal! to ſhew 
Fre l. What thoſe great Advantages are, 

Ich good Men may juſtly hope for, as ſoon 
e biffiley remove out of this World, and are 
ncfpily arriv'd at the next. Beſides a timely 
» dulffeaſe from the Troubles and Calamities of 
Bodſl mortal life (which, were there no other, 


is. Wid in many Caſes be richly worth dying 


us i virtuous and holy Men have very ſtrong 
ner} large Expectations upon the life to 
loo 8 come. 


9 


Ak to go to Heaven to the end of the 


les: And this above all other things, is 
te which makes good Men, and upon very 


Wy were more pliable to the Dictates of 
1 reaſon, and more obſequious to our wills, 
ſtill we don t owe them ſo much ſervice, 
to ſtay too long out of Heaven on their 
Wount. Men whoſe Hopes and Hearts are 
re, are willing to be there too, ſo ſoon 
bat ſhall pleaſe God to diſmiſs them from 
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26 


and prepared to die: that is, when we ha 


God, and done the greateſt good we can 
our Generation, and thereby made our Cal 
and Election ſure. But becauſe we cann 


ſured of, and may be infallibly ſure that. 


lution to his diſpoſal, patiently waiting Wjy 
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come. By a timely Releaſe from the Try 
bles of this life, I mean dying at ſuch a tin 
as on all accounts may be molt for our þ 
ritual and eternal Advantage. The belt I. 
of dying is certainly when we are belt fit 


accompliſh'd the great deſign we were ſe 
into the World upon, have taithtully ſer 


certainly know but that God may have oth 
Work for us than at preſent we can be 


knows the fitteſt time for us to die in, 
ſhould therefore refer the time of our bil 


the days of our ſorrow and affliction, rc; 
Change cometh. Tis certain there is a vaſt Ab. 
inconceivable Difference between this i 
the World to come: and eſpecially betw; 
the Portion of good Men in this life, Mru 


what they may depend upon on the oth d 


{ide of Death and Mortality. Hitherto i 
have ſeen only the dark fide of the Clo 
which is but a melancholy proſpect: Lei: 
ſee now what great Advantages good Mo. 


have in view, to invite them into the ot 
World, and what better Entertainment ti 


may expect upon their arrival thither : N 
. In relation to the Place they are Ef 5, 
ing, compared with that they muſt ihoſhe 
| e 


TH Of Death, &c. 


i World paſſeth away: And whether we 


ne we live in its Favour, or lie under the 


What ever Figure or Appearance we 


an e in it, we muſt ſhortly leave it to others: 


after the moſt dazling and pompous 


"at Wit for Eternity: not a Manſion but what 
7 I upon an everlaſting Foundation. Gold 
il 


precious Stones, the Materials of the Hea- 


it. 


e of Gods moſt glorious Preſence, muſt 


Wt be a vaſtly happier and more delicious 


t ee than This: 1 mean, more ſuitable to 
Faculties, Diſpoſitions, and Reliſnes of 
Spirits of Men refin d from all earthly 


e le 
1 ures and Inclinations, becauſe God has 


promiſed 


uin, or out of Faſbiůon our ſelves; whe- 


Wtempt and Hatred of it, tis no Place for 
eo promiſe our ſelves any long continuance 


, ſuddenly retire, and be no more ſeen. 
now the other World is all ſolid and fixd 
X ry. There is nothing there but what is 


Fuitely outſhine all the Luſtre and Pagean- 
Jof this World. And Secondly, that it 


SE 
rofier into. The former is at beſt but a. 
un gcable and vaniſhing Scene; The Faſhion 


ly Terufalem, according to S. Fohn's Re- Rev. 23. 
ſentation of it, are Emblems fitly, and (1 th 19, 


bt not) purpoſely choſen to ſignify both © 
'S 8 inconceivable Splendour and Duration 


vo things we may be confident of, as 
diftant as we are from that high and 
place. Firſt, that Heaven, being the 
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remove his Children and Favourites out 
this into the upper World, if that were if 
the more deſirable Place: if both He 


therefore may Thoſe, who have long | 
dured the Inconveniences of the pre 


found no ſatisfact ion in the beſt Things 


tremities of Pain, Sickneſs, or Poverty, 


immortal, and ever-blooming Health, wi 


of tears, or be confin d to an obſcure ; 


then that is prepared to die in good eatt 
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promiſed to give it them for an everlaſi 
Inheritance. We may be ſure he would ng 


They did not think it beſt for them to | 
always in his immediate Preſence. Wi 


World: that have felt the worſt, and hi 
it: That have been long expoſed to the! 


any of the Miſeries that attend this mor 
State: Well, 1 ſay, may they deſire to 
change this ſickly and troubleſome Wa 
for the regions of Eaſe and Reſt, of vigor 


all the Delights their improy'd Faculties 
poſſibly covet, or employ themſelves upot 
Who would chooſe to dwell in a miſty | 


crazy Cottage, that has ſeen ( though but 1 
glaſs darkly) the Glory and Splendour 
the World to come? Every night, w 
Darkneſs covers the face of the Earth, 
that is one half of our Lives, to us all 
Beauty of Nature dies: And what is {k 
but a ſort of dying every night? And 


d: 
fo 


would not gladly remove into a Place wif 


there 1s no night, no ſhadow of death, no 


niſli 


Of Death, &c. 
ing, no deluſive Dreams: Nothing but 
and ſubſtantial Life, without the leaſt 


en at firſt we ſhall be ſurpriz d with the 


h and holy Place the Servants of God 


= ith ſome Aſſurance ) the Fineneſs of the 
o e (how ſpendid and glorious ſoever) is 
0 the leaſt thing that is to be ſaid for Hea- 


* the earlieſt Preparation for it. Let us 
0 ZZZ nn . 
yi The great Advantage which pious and 
e i Men will have by the Company and 
+ bitants of that glorious Place. There 


Fountain of all Being and Happineſs. 


ation of Enjoyment ? Where the Eye is 
r ſatisfied with ſeeing, and the Ear with 
ring? Where the Objects of Delight are 
r freſh and orient, charming and enter- 
ing in the ſame tranſcendent Degree, as 


ihing Appearance of them? From this 
have an open and eternal View into all 


Inyſterious and aſtoniſhing Works of Crea- 
and Providence. After all (I may ſpeak 


And then they are certainly the wiſeſt 
che happieſt Men that have made the beſt 


will enjoy the beatifick Viſion of God, 


re they will ſee the glorious Founder of 
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all IT heavenly Manſions, which their bleſſed 


5 fl d and Redeemer hath purchaſed in Hea- 


Ag for them. There they will ſee and con- 
erm with the holy and ever bleſſed Feſus, 


earn 
> Wb 
no 


niſhi % 


 lov'd them to the Death of the Croſs: 
m having not ſeen they love, in whom though 1 pet 1 8 
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to the Place whither they are gone be 


with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. I 
they will enjoy the Converſation of A 
who took the Charge of them in this! 


have done them innumerable Kindne 
though as yet they know them not, a 
earneſt of an eternal Friendſhip with th 


had we an adequate Notion of it, a 
lively Aſſurance of being hereafter un 


in the Mount, and S. Paul when he 


as They did, It z good for us to be her: 
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nom they ſee him not, et believing they 7 * 


who rejoyced at their Converſion, and doubt 


There alſo they will meet with all thet 
and excellent Men, that have been the Ly 
and Ornaments of their ſeveral Ages, 
have left a bright Track of virtue and h 
neſs behind them, to direct their Follolf 
them. „ TD iy. 

The very Mention of this glorious Soci 


to it, would certainly caſt us into ſuc 
Extaſy of Joy and Pleaſure, as the Diſcy 


caught up into Paradice had a tranſientWit 
perience of. We ſhould be apt to cry 


knowing what they ſaid, or whether they 


in the Body or abſent from it: or rathelſs 
ſhould ſay, it is good for us to be 


where that bleſſed Company communi 
their Glories and Perfections, to adv: 
the happineſs and ſatisfaction of one 
ther. And indeed, who in this preſent $ 
that has long experienc d the Vanity oft 


D, F Of Death, &c. 
has good and lively Hopes of a better 
Srl, would not be heartily willing to find 


\ng Lett amongſt his Friends and Kindred in 


sven? Who would ſtick at parting with 
ub or fifteen Years out of the coarſeſt part 
neWhis mortal life (if he ſhould receive ſuch 


„Meſſage as good Hezechiah did) when the Ifai. 38. 


th nant is like to be of little or no uſe to 
elf or others, and he is well aſſured of 
g ſo much the ſooner clothed upon with 
nortality and Glory? Of removing into 

d Harmer Climate, and being receiv d by 
lo ons of the beſt Quality, and all the bleſſed 
W:bitants there? One hours Converſation 
Angels and the Saints above, will be a 
cient Recompence for the Abſence of 


deareſt Friends and Relations, whom we 
Wc behind us, and hope in a ſhort time to 
ſack t again, without the leaſt fear of parting 


ce more for ever. 


he Friendſhip, in the Eſteem of all that are 
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;entMWiticd for it, is one of the nobleſt and 


cry delicious Entertainments of Life; and 


herz redly there can be no want of Friendſhip 


ey oſe regions, where Divine Love poſ- 


$ every Soul and Spirit : where there 1s 

J one ſelfiſh or ilbhumour d Perſon, or 

None that loves us ſo little as the choiceft 

adi $ Friends and Acquaintance here on 
ne 

nt is obſervable, that the more knowing 


y of if inquiſitive Heathens, by the help only 


5 of 


iS. John to the Divine Perfections, or in S. J 


3. 2. 


Cicero 
de Se- 
nect. 


covery of two very material Points of C 


great way towards our preparation for a; 
ing hour: viz. Firſt, that true Religion 


have left us many ſublime and ſurpriſing | 


may be rationally inferr d from their emin 


* Society, not only of the good Men! 
«ſpoken of, but alſo of my dear and bel 
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of the light of Nature, attain d to the | 


ſtianity, that duly conſider d would gh 


Happineſs conſiſt chiefly in our conform 


Expreſſion, in our /ikeneſs to God, the fl 
Evidence of our ſeeing him rade as ht 
And of this the Pythagoreans and Platn 


ings. Secondly, that the Society of the bl 
Spirits of Men in Heaven will be a veryq 
ſiderable Part of our future Happineſs: v 


Virtues and Qualities, while they were 
verſant with us in this imperfect State. 
hence the Roman Orator takes his Fligh 
that famous ſaying: O præclarum Dien, 
ad illud divinum Animorum Concilium Cetu 
proficſcar \ Cumque ex hc turba & coll 
diſcedam Sc. Oh that bright and glon 
* Day, when 1 ſhall go to the Aſſembl 
„Divine and agreeable Spirits! When | 
« ing the giddy Rout and noiſom Comp 
«of this World 1 ſhall go to the exct 


« Cato, than whom no better Man was Pp. 
hy born, or liv'd a more pious and virtiiſilt; 
„Life. Such ſayings as this we are aſl; 
admire (and very deſervedly) when p. 


N 


Of Death, &c. 


from the pens of heathen Writers; and 
ere ſtrange, if we Chriſtians that have 

better Evidence of a future State, and 
h better Company to go to when we 

re this World, than the moſt learned Phi- 

sher was ever acquainted with, ſhould 
underſtand our Intereſts in the other 

rd as well, and be as willing to exchange 

tragical Stage, for the triumphant Aſ- 
Aly of holy Patriarchs and Prophets, of 
Witles and Martyrs, and all the excellent 

eg pious Men, whoſe Names are written, and 
le Spirits are made perfect in Heaven. 

. The employment of the bleſſed in Hea- 


uy is of that noble, divine, and delightful. 
eure, that the happieſt life, the beſt hour 
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end in this World, is in no degree com- 


onWble to it, It can never be ſuppoſed, that 
n, MWConverſation of our Friends ſhould be the 
tuihle work and buſineſs of Eternity. Nor 
lu fee any reaſon for that Opinion of the 
lonWols, that we ſhall ſee all things in the 


nb/Wour of the Divinity: that the Life of 


n ren is merely contemplative, and con- 


»nnly in an eternal Gaze upon the Eſſence 


xcalMcrfections of God. There is no doubt 
Iod, who beſt underſtands the Nature 
beloiConſtitution of our Souls, has provided 
vas pineſs for them comprehenſive of all our 
virtiWlties: And that our Wills and Affections, 
e affcls than our Underſtandings, will find 


en Fpeculiar delights in their proper objects; 
C other- 


jets of the other World, the more wel 
diſcover of their Beauty and Excellency, 


_ conſequently be the more enamour d ant 
lighted with them. And there 1s all the 


than we can enjoy at our firſt entrance in 
We are certainly capable of much vaſte 
grees of Love and Knowledge, and all d 
Improvements of the Mind, than wha 
carry out of this World with us. The ne 


our Faculties are employ d in the wol 


_ Capacities will be widen d and enlargd 


ſteries both in Nature and Providence. ] 


Divine Providence, from the riſe and 
of Man to the general Reſurrection | 
knowledge of which is now too vaſt, and 


———— — 
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otherwiſe it is impoſſible to conceive, 
our happineſs ſhould be entire and peri 
Nor can 1 think it any diſparagement t 
happineſs of Heaven, that it will be gie 


we approach the glorious and charming 


ſon that can be to ſuppoſe, that the 


Angels and glorified Spirits, the more 


ſo receive new and greater ſatisfactionʒ 
they come to the higheſt degree of hun 
Perfection, and be filled with all the fuln 
God. Tg 54 2 
There is no queſtion at all, but Heart 
the beſt light for the diſcovery of all the 


the whole Volume of the Creation wil 
laid before us in the largeſt and faireſt\ 
racters; there all the Acts and Monumen 


excellent for us) will be freely expoſe" 


Pub 


4 Death, Gc. 35 
ublick view, being carefully kept in the Ar- 

hives of Heaven, till we are able to com- 

rehend the Wiſdom, and penetrate into the 

dmirable Contrivance of them; The little 

antling we have of knowledge in this life, 

hough we come to it with difficulty, is one 

f the greateſt Pleaſures and Perfections of 

he rational Nature; in the next, we ſhall 

now without ſtudy, even as we are known: 

or will there be any Danger of ſurfeiting 

ny more upon the tree of Knowledge. And 

hatever other Employments it may pleaſe 

od to find out for us, tis certain we ſhall 

> continually praiſing, adoring, and ad- 

hiring his infinite Perfections. We ſhall bear 

ur part in the heavenly Quire, which muſt 

eeds yield us a vaſt revenue of inconceiva- 

le oy and Happineſs. We ſhall follow the Rev. 1. 

amb whitherſoever he goeth, with Palms int 

ur hands, and with Anthems of eternal 

Wraiſe and Triumph. We ſhall ſing Salvation Chap. 7. 
our God, that ſitteth upon the Throne: and 10, 17 

Je hall ſerve him day and night in his Temple, 

nd he that ſittet upon the Throne will dwell 

mong us. N 0 

How much our Knowledge will inflame 

ur Love, raiſe our Admiration, elevate our 

Deyvotions, improve our Gratitude, multi- 

ly our Joys, and exerciſe every Power and 
aculty of our Spirits in ous the will of 

od, as it # done in Heaven, is far above our 

apacity to diſcoyer at preſent. But this we 

— C 2 may 
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great work, ſery d God in their Generation 


be all delight and recreation: The pleaſurf 
of it, if it be poſſible, will be always inf 


prepared in a good degree for the Lite au 


leasd from the toilſome and vexatious bu 


Souls, all things elſe are but laborious Trifle 
The nobleſt Imployments, the greateſt Polk 
of honour, have their peculiar Dangers an 
Difficulties. Some thing or other there is ul 
lay down their Enſigns of Power and Dignit 


Buſineſs, in hopes of retrieving their forme 
Eaſe and Liberty. And I know no reaſot 


he may be ſure of his full reward, and thi 


AI Preparatory Diſcourſe Part! 1 
may be confident of: The work of Heal 
will be no difficult or tireſome Task. It wil! 


proving upon our hands; we ſhall never 
weary of praiſing or ſerving God: or willing 


ſo much as to ſpare one moment out of al: 


Eternity, to ſerve any other Deſign or Puff 
poſe. 


And then, how much reaſon have Me 
that are fully perſwaded of theſe things, an 
Employment of Heaven, to defire to ber 


neſs of this World? For, having done they 


and ſecured the Intereſts of their immort 


full of Hardſhip, Anxiety or Impertineno 


the affairs of this life, that ſatiates Men d 
generous Spirits, that makes them willing ti 


and to {hip out of the croud of Clients an 
why any good Man, that has born the heat ani 
burthen of the day; ſhould be loth to be calld 


off from his labour before the evening, finc 


hi 


ve 1 Of Death, &c. 
vii Lords intention is only to advance him 
i a Station of infinitely greater Eaſe and 


infonour. And hence ſaith S. Fohn, Bleſſed Rev 1g. 


the dead that die in the Lord: for they reſt "3 
lingo! their labours, and their works ſhall follow 
fem: 1. e. the Pleaſure and Reward of their 
pu ood Actions ſhall never ceaſe, but improve 
oo perfect bliſs and ſatisfaction 
Hen 4. The Title which true Chriſtians have 
aul the Inheritance reſervd in Heaven for 
nem. There is a vaſt Difference betwixt the 
e rMroperty we have in this and the other State. 
buf this life we have nothing we can properly 
the our own, or promiſe our ſelves an hours 
ionJoyment of. Here we are but Strangers 
ors Pilgrims, having no continuing City; at 
rifle we have but a precarious Title to the 
enclnds and houſes we call after our own names, 
pol pretend to leave to our Children, and 
z anWcir Heirs for ever. Alas! we may be turn d 
igt of all in a moment, without any warn- 
en ig or injury offer d to us, and laid in a cold 
no d of Earth, the place we derive our Pede- 
mite from. But now in Heaven, if we have 
s anten ſo wiſe as to lay up our Treaſure there, 
rim 15 ſafe and ſecure. There will be none to 
eaſolliſpute our Title, being known to be Heirs 
at an Co, and Coheirs with Chriſt : and we may 
call confident, nothing will be able to pull ei- 
ſinoſer Us or our Inheritance out of their hands. 
thing born of God (as S. 7ohn deſcribes our 
hien -birth) we may look upon our ſelves 
x ab 
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too ſoon?) to our Fathers houſe, to all o 
Manſons prepared in Heaven for us: whelif 


of the beſt Rank and Character. And why 


Tim. i: 
I3. 


1 Car. 3 
22 23. 


neſs to detain them here: where there 18! 
great matter to invite their ſtay, and a gre 


uſes a very high expreſſion to his Friends 


State of Pilgrimage, and to welcome at 
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both as Natives and Heirs of Heaven. vi 
that our removal hence will be to our oli 
Country and Inheritance (and can we be therlif 


Brethren and Kindred of the Houſehold ff 
Faith, that are gone beſore us, and to ti 


we {hall find our ſelves at home: where y | 
ihall meet with none but Friends, and tha 


greater Conſideration can there be to mal 
the beſt Men contented (who know whom th 
have believd) when ever it ſhall pleaſe Ga 
to remove them out of this ſtrange Lan 
eſpecially when they have little or no bu 


deal of reaſon to long for their departur 
till when tis impoſſible, as vaſt as their Hopt 
and Expectations are, that they ſhould ent 
upon the Fruition of them? The Apolt 


Corinth, which me- thinks ſhould excite us! 
make all the haſt we fairly can out of tl 


good opportunity "of dying, which the P 
2. vidence of God preſenteth to us. For (fa 
he) all things are your „ and ye are Chriſt s, 6 
Chriſt . 
5. Fifthly and Laſtly, the Perpetuity ( 
1 happy State, which is the Crown a 
Per tection of all our hopes. The differen 
betws 


1 Of Death, Sc. 
ween time and eternity, between fading 
Wd unfading Joys, and between temporal 
aſures and everlaſting Torments, is ſo vaſt 
evident, that 1 doubt not but the Ge- 

ality of Men would prefer a very indif- 

ent eternal life in this World, before a 
rt life of far greater eaſe and grandeur, 
Wh as thoſe they call happy Men enjoy 

ough it be but for fifty or threeſcore years) 

dthen go down with a little uncommon 
np to the common Receptacle of all the 
Wing. And the Reaſon of it is, becauſe the 

urance of a preſent Immortality would 

e them from the terrours of a future Judg- 

nt. In this choice they have Nature on 

ir fide, which above all things dreads the 

oughts of eternal Torments. And if this 

a wiſe and prudent Choice, how much 

er and happier are they, that have at- 
{nd to ſolid and unſhaken hopes of a moſt 

ppy Eternity, and are ready for as early a 
leffion of it, as they can in reaſon de- 
e? 98 RE — : 
| ſhall not now inſiſt upon the evidences 
ich good Men have for their hopes of 
ernal life. Nothing is plainer in Scripture, 
an that eternal life u the gift of God through Rom. 6. 
ſus Chriſt our Lord; And that to them that. 
patient continuance in well. doing, ſeek for Rom. 2. 
ory, Honour, and Immortality, God will ren- 7- 
eternal life: which S. Peter ſtyles an In- 1 pet. 1. 
Hance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that + 


A Preparatory Diſcourſe Par 
Fadeth not away, reſerv d in Heaven for th 
And ſurely nothing is freer than the g 
of God: nothing firmer than his Prom 
of eternal life. „„ ? 
The Sam of all is this: "Tis the utm 

Perfection of Mankind to live happily 
ever; and if a State of endleſs Bliſs and IM; 
fection be more defirable, than a State 
_ continual Trouble, Sorrow, and ImperfeCty 
then good Men are certainly in the rig 
who whenever the Providence of God ſþ 
give the ſignal of their departure out of i 
World, are ready to anſwer his Call, toll 
off mortality, and remove to Heaven ſo ſo 
as ever he pleaſes, And ſo much for i 
ſecond General. 1 
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The Second Diſcourſe on 
* Corinth. V. 4. 
e that are in this Tabernacle do groan, being 


thened: not that we would be unclothed, but 
hed-upon, that Mortality might be ſtvallowed 


of Life. 


FT E R the Explication of theſe words 
in the former Diſcourſe, I reduced the 
meaning of them into this Propoſition : 
That the beſt Men, though not abſolutely 
e from the fear of Death, are ſo ſenſible 
the Evils and Aﬀictions of this life, and 
brous of the happineſs of that to come, 
t they chooſe to die, and take a ſhort leave 
this world, rather than by a longer ſtay 
endure the utmoſt Inconveniences of it. 
1 7 amd the choice of theſe Men I have 
) | 
What thoſe great Evils and Inconve- 
aces are, which are apt to tire the Pa- 
Ice of the beſt Men, and make them will- 
to die before the time of their Diſſolu- 
appears. | i 
What thoſe great Advantages are, which 
d Men may juſtly hope for upon their 
oval out of this world. OE 
be Sum of what hath been ſpoken at 
OT large 
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large on theſe Generals, may be reſolv d in | 


| ſurance of a final ceſſation of all their Tro 


the life to come. When after ſorrowfulf 


the happineſs of the next, tis eaſy to det 
mine which of them is the more deſir 
State. If Heaven be a more delicious pl 
than this vale of tears, which no Man fl 


early enjoyment of it (with ſubmiſſion 


Ring old Age, or any other term 


Goc, ſervd him with upright and periiif 


our Minds well prepared and fortified agi 
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theſe two comprehenſive Reaſons of gy 
Mens willingneſs to die, viz. (Firſt) an; 


bles and Afflictions at the hour of Deal 
And (Secondly) of an immediate enjoyme 
after Death of the Glory and Happinek 


perience they find, they are not like to 
eaſy in this world, and have a lively hope 


ſtions that believes a future State, then 


Divine Wiſdom and Providence) is ag 
rently to be choſen, rather than a feeblea 


Lite, after we have made our peace vil 


hearts, and by reaſon of any great Decay 
Infirmities, are (as it were) diſcharg d from( 
ing him any farther ſervice in this world 
I éproceed now to the third. General p 
poſed, which was to ſhew |, 

3. What a ſignal happineſs it is, to I, 
the Approaches of Death, as ſoon as ve 
capable of attaining to this degree of C 
ſtian Perfection. The Apoſtle to the 
brews repreſents it as one of the prin 


o 


of Death, &c. 


of our Saviours Incarnation, Death and 
Wion, to afferey the => of Death, and de- Heb. 2. 
them, who through fear of F Death, were all 14, 15, | 
life time ſubect to bondage : 1. E. Are full 
W:rplexity and trouble of Mind, as often as 
ſeriouſly think of Death, and maturely 
ider the weighty Conſequences of it. 


ful that continue in a natural and impeni- 

to State, whether they are convinced of 

7 ther World or not, how brave and glo- 
eh 


ſoever they appear in the fight of Men, 
really no better than the Slaves of this 
p of Terrors. While they are in bondage 
W:cir Luſts, and feel the laſhes of an evil 
ſcience, to which they he perpetually 
5d, tis impoſſible they ſhould have any 
peace or ſatisfaction of Mind. They 
venture in a bravado to die, upon a 
tof Honour (as they call it) or in a fluſh 
aſion; but they have no true Courage 
onfidence to meet their Enemy in cool 


cad, eſpecially while they allow themſelves 
; hink and act like Men, and are within 

orld of Eternity and a ſudgment to come. 

al g doubt not but Men of the moſt Athe- 


al Principles, that ſcoff at all Religion, 
Wake it their buſineſs to ridicule Heaven 
W Hell, would upon a little cool and im- 
1al Conſideration, eſteem it the greateſt 
Wpineſs in this World, and be willing to 
with their deareſt enjoyments, even Life 
Fit, to de wen ſecured aint the fear of 
| | | Death, 


hazard and terror of a Day of Judgment 


loath and unwilling to die, either thr, 


and diſengaging themſelves from the low 


theſe Men that live between hopes and k 


reſpects: 
the danger of a ſuddain and unexped 


that put the Evil day far from them, The 
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Death, and what they have often dehied, 


IJ RD #- 


Others there are, that live in awe of 
ther World, and govern themſelves ing 
meaſure according to the Rules which 
Goſpel preſcribeth to them; but are yet 


the weakneſs of their natural Temper, 1 
cret wavering or miſtruſt of their finceriy 
wards God, or the prevalency of ſome pi 
of Doctrine concerning abſolute and et: 
Reprobation. And I wiſh the fears of t 
Men were not owing too often to the ned 
of a frequent and impartial enquiry intot 
ſpiritual State, and entangling themſely 
much with the affairs of this Life, that 
cant allow time enough to think of dil 


this preſent World. Now tis certain, 


and know how uncomfortable a thingt 
to go out of this World in a doubtful $ 
have all imaginable Reaſon to review 
ſtate of their Souls, and to haſten their 
paration for Death: which will be an 
ſpeakable advantage to them in theſe ii 

1. By this means they may live ſecure if 
Death, which is always moſt terrible to tl 


no Man that knows the juſt hour of his De 


Of Death, &c. 


e lies at the point of it: and therefore 
phly concerns us to be timely provided 


et he peril of being eternally miſerable if 


rue Peace in our Minds, becauſe upon 
ſerious reflection upon our ſelves, we 
ot but diſcern the mighty danger we are 
f being prevented by a ſuddain Death, 
Wicpriv d in a few hours, of all means and 
10 rtunities of eſcaping the wrath to come. 
elit we appeal to experience, nothing is 


f dMciences are awaken d, lie trembling un- 
lone diſmal Apprehenſions of their future 
un, and would give the World (were it at 
nd | diſpoſal) for one fingle ray of Divine 


ing fort, And what wiſe Man would come 


ful $ n the danger of this diſmal State ? And 
Vie d what would it profit a man to gain the 
heir i world, and leave it to his Heir, while 
an Ws but a few days to enjoy it, and when 


ſc Mare gone, his heart is ready to break 


N eſpair and anguiſh, and he finds him- 
ure f nking into the gulph of a dreadful Eter- 
exp On the other hand, what a happineſs 
> tO gor a living Man that knows he muſt die, 
TheMooks upon Death as the moſt terrible 

| 8 = thing 


nt. What hour, becauſe we run an infinite ha- 
every day we neglect our Preparation 
t. We are ſent into this World to dif- 
our ſelves for the happineſs of the next, 


ail of our Duty: and therefore till this 
and happy work is done, we can have 


45 


evident, than that dying Sinners, whoſe 


46 


ol great Imperfections and Failures, ant 


thing that can befall him, and therefor 


it, as every good Man is, that is actual; 


more or leſs willing or afraid to part wit 
Intereſts in this: and that when well 


unleſs it be an injury to go to Heaven 


Of Death, and to find our ſelves in a thro 
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always uneaſy when he thinks of his d 
hour, to find himſelf paſt the danger of 
ing ſurpriz d and terrify d at the coming 


pared to die, and lives upon the Faith 
Hope of a bleſſed Immortality? 

And methinks this Conſideration ſi 
affect every Man that is doubtful of hi 
ture State, being conſcious to himſelf 
withſtanding his good Reſolutions and 
deavours ſometimes to mortzfy the body 


quent relapſes into ſome ſinful Indulge 
Or if he has eſcaped the groſſer pollutronsy 
World, yet loves it too well to be willi 
part with it: and therefore is always in 
leſt Death ſhould ſnatch him away fron 
beloved World, without giving him wa 
to put himſelf into a better poſture of 
For tis certain, that in proportion to 
Preparation for another World, we {il 


once fixt our Converſation in Heaven, ail 
qualify d for the Inheritance of the Sai 
light, a ſuddain Death can do us no li 


neareſt way, to be excuſed the lingring? 
triumphing Saints and Angels, before we 


had time to bid adieu to our forrowful Fi; 
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Earth. A Man that is prepared to reckon 


ith his Creditor, tho he ſhould threaten 
take the Law of him, in caſe he ſhould fail 


m at his day, 1s no longer 1n fear of his 


ling in haſt upon him. And thus it is with, 


od Men, that are prepared to diſcharge the 


tbt they owe to Divine Juſtice. They are 


no great fear leſt the Meſſenger of Death 
duld come too haſtily upon them; they are 
ady for him, and think him many times too 


pg a coming. Having nothing to diſturb 


em in relation to the other World, and 


ing born up with ſtrong and lively hopes 


a glorious Inheritance there, they are in no 


d of death hike other Men, but can walk P.. 23 4. 


Evil. And 


2. As they are ſecure from the danger of a 


the valley of the ſhadow of death, and fear 


idain Death, ſo (Secondly) the fitter they are 


die, the more chearfully they may live, and 


ſs with more eaſe and contentment thro 


Troubles of this mortal State. The great- 


happineſs of this World, is to live above 


Charms and Cares, the Threatnings and 


anges of it, and enjoy the bleſſings the 


dd Providence of God hath conferr'd upon 
without being over ſollicitous to encreaſe 


> ſtore, or prolong the enjoyment of them. 
that never thinks he has enough of this 


in conſtant fear of being cheated or 
inder d, or hurried away from them by an 
W untimely 


orld, or, how vaſt ſoever his Poſſeſſions are, 


lamities. Ris Mind and Conſcience are ſera 
and calm, when all things about him are 
a lowring and turbulent Condition. His i 


he has to wave the innocent enjoyment 


us, when once we are prepared to leave 
that we have no long time to endure it. 


confin d to an Immortality in this imperft 


faithful Servants of God, Mortality is al 


are extremely beholding to the courteſp 
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untimely Death, can never be a happy M 
while he lives, unleſs happineſs can con 
with Fear and Torment. But now a Man th 
lives above this World, is not to be ſhall 
by the ſtorms below. His heart is fix d wh 
true Joys are to be found, far above the rei 
of the Arrows of Death, and all earthly (M 


ble Proſpect into the Heavenly Jeruſalyl 
makes his little homely Cottage a more if 
lightful Habitation, than the ftately Pala 
X Kings and Emperors. He ſees no real 


Life, or to put on a ſour and dejected Co 
tenance, becauſe he is a mortal Man: Il 
conſidering what the World is, tis happy 


had been a ſad thing indeed, to have bf 


tireſome, and miſerable State: to be alvli 
longing after Heaven, and the Pleaſures WM 
God's right hand (as the Souls of good Wl 
naturally are) and never be able to ei 
them. But as the caſe ſtands with all 


vour of very great importance, and eſp 
ally, when they are weary of this World, a 
lie panting after a deliverance out of 1t, tit 


* 


art] OF Death, &c. 

Ma of Death, while it unlocks the Gate that 
onW-ns into everlaſting = "me 

\ Chriſtian therefore that has vanquiſh'd 
anxious Fear of Death, may and ought 
his own ſake, and for the Honour of ] his 
ffeflion, to be very eaſy in his Mind, and 
ſhew all the good Humour and Pleaſant- 
in his Converſation, that may be ex- 


lis Mtences. There is not a greater happineſs 


alen Earth than to be able, upon good 
re Munds, to think chearfully of dying. There 
PalaWho better Fence or Remedy againſt the 


dubles and Afflictions that befall us here. 
thing that can make our Lives eaſier, or 
p up our Spirits better in all conditions, 


real 
ents! 


Mn to be well aſſured that our laſt Enemy 
py ll ſtand our Friend: and as ſtern as his 
ave Wks and appearance are, do us the kindeſt 


Por ſufferings, and making way for us into 


narch ſtoops to his Scepter: but the 


all only kill the Body, and thereby cure all 
is a Maladies and Diſeaſes of it, and ſet the 
 elpWortal Spirit free from all Troubles and 


W-clict in this world. Upon all accounts 
Wctore, he that is beſt prepared to die, 


ed from a Man of his vaſt Hopes and 


ces that can be, by putting a ſhort end 


lorious Eternity. Death in a natural 
le is ſaid to reign over all men: The greateſt 


we, we know, is the utmoſt extent of his 
minion over the Children of God; he 


plaints, for many of which there can be 


D and 
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Luke 2. ſervant depart in peace, — for mine eyes have 
29, 30 thy ſalvation, And thus our Church, in! 


Death (enough to ſowr all the comforts, 


heads, with hearts full of anguith and ſorrWi 


And whatever ſtraits or extremities he 


ven his reſting Place. But more than thi 


eaſie paſſage out of this World, at the ho 
of Death. It was the Prayer of good old 
meon (after he had long waited for the ( 


his face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious u 
thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon i 
and give thee peace, both now and evermore. 


| — — —— On 1 OS I ee oIRmoeonenn. , K 
— — . 
_— — 


A Preparatory Diſcourſe Part] 
and can always think chearfully of his dy 
hour, is apparently the happieſt Man tu 
lives. Whilſt others, through the fear 


life) are drooping and hanging down th 


(and the more they are enclining to ti 
Grave) He can highly entertain himſelf yi 
the proſpect of his Mortality, and ft a] 
head with joy, knowing that hu Redemption ara 
eth nigh, He is in no fear of loſing any thing! 
parting with this World, but what the 1 
will make him an infinite Recompence fi 


driven into, he is always provided with a 
treat: The Grave is his Sanctuary, and Hl 


3. They may juſtly hope for a ſecure x 


ſolation of Iſracl) Lord, now letteſt thou 


excellent Office at the Viſitation of the d 
enjoyns her Miniſters to uſe theſe comftalif 
able and enlivening Petitions: The Lord n 


thing can be more defirable, when once 
are fit to die, and the hour of our depart! 
SY | 


Of Death, &c. 
hand, than an eaſie and lightſome paſ- 


chrough the ſhadow of Death; I mean, 


to enjoy the hight of Gods countenance ; 
feel his everlaſting Arm under us, while 


Wh is laying his cold hand upon us, and 


lic panting and breathing after a bleſſed 

nortality. B i 

Tis true, that the beſt Men are not always 
pted from ſtrong Convulſions and Ago- 


at the hour of Death. They are made 


he ſame Mold, have the ſame natural 
iſtitutions with other Men: and being 


St 


ect to the ſame diſtempers, tis no won- 


they ſhould make the ſame Impreſſions 


n them: or that good Men ſhould be 
e to the like Pains and Paroxiſms, while 
are in the Body, as others are that die 


out hope, But ſtill there 1s a vaſt diffe- 
e between the dying State of the righte- 
and the wicked. The wicked ß driven ama 

; wickedneſs (ſaith Solomon) but the righ- 


hath hope in hu death; implying, that the 
ed is hurried away in a deſperate and 


orn Condition, having nothing to ſup- 
him in his dying Agonies, not the leaſt 


ple or ſhadow of hope, to bear up his 


ing Spirit, or afford him any eaſe or com- 


And this is ſadly evident by the ſor- 


ful figure which impenitent Sinners are 
monly obſerv d to make upon theirDeath- 
s. With what terrour and conſternation 


lind do they receive the tidings of their 
D 2 approach- 


Prov. 14. 


32. 


"oi 


Dan. 5. 
5,6. 


lying upon the brink of Eternity, andi 


liſtening to hear ſome comfortable wil 
ſome ſavoury expreſſions from t 
lation to their future State? This is a df 
ful ſpectacle! But what elſe can be expel 


al. 57. 


21. 


hut now the righteous Man, having 


his heavenly Kingdom. His Body, his 1 


and deſpairing are their Looks? How hig 


hands trembling, and their knees ſmitin 
gether, like Belſhazzors, when he ſaw thelfff 


ſure to die in peace. He has no troubk 


and eaſie within. He is well contentedi 
his fickly and languiſhing State, Knoi 


ſpeedy Admiſſion into Life eternal, N 
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approaching Death? How frightfull 
their Eyes rowl in their Orbs? How phy 


and heart-breaking are their Out- cries, 
writing on the wall? In a word, what hor 
ſeizes their Spirits, while they ſee them 
pious and diſconſolate Friends are (in 


them, uM! 


There us no apy ( ſaith my God) to the m 
either in life or death. 


his peace with God, to whom he is going 


on his Mind; no pain or anguiſh upoi 
Conſcience ; all is calm, and quiet, chei 


that a few moments will perfectly eaſe 
of it: and relying upon the goodnels 
faithfulneſs of God, to conduct him ſafe! 


tal part, is the only thing that is out of 
der: And this (having long groaned ui 
the burthen of it) he can readily part 
in hopes of a bleſſed Reſurrection, at 


his only ſupport at the approach of 
Wh, that his Mind is in perfect Peace, 
Ing lively hopes, that before he goes 


Of” Death, Sc. 


Wc his Pardon is ſign d and ſeal d in Hea- 


He is alſo (frequently) entertain'd with 


ſent Taſt, a molt raviſhing and delicious 


bation of his future Joyes: Inſomuch, 
often when he awakes out of his ſeem- 


painful and uneaſy Trances, he lifts up 


ands and eyes towards Heaven, praiſing 


glorifying God for his ineſtimable love 


Woul is upon the wing, and fain would 
e 


diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to him. And now 


its flight into thoſe happy Regions, 


e perfect Joy and Felicity dwell. This, 
nt, is a ſpecial and uncovenanted favour, 


Ib, becauſe God hath no where obliged 


elf to beſtow upon any of his faithful . 


ure. Neither 1s it eſſential to a comfort- 
and eaſy paſſage out of this life. Precious pſ. 116. 
We /2ht of the Lord u the death of bis Saints; 15. 
n plainly implies, that the Saints of 
every fincere and heavenly minded 
tian, may juſtly hope to die in peace: 
that this is a very happy and defirable 
th, though we ſhould not depart this life 
thoſe viſible extaſies of Joy, and en- 
Wing fore-taſts of Heaven, with which 
is pleas d many times to fayour his dy- 
D3 ing 


ants, 1 cannot ſay that we ſhould pray 


or ſo much as deſire it, without the 


eſt ſubmiſſion to his Soveraign Will and 


13 


Pl. 37.37. ing Servants: Mark the perfect man, ani 
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hold the upright : for the end of that mi 


peace. 1 3 
And now, if we would conſider theſe ti 
with that ſerious application to our {| 
which they deſerve and challenge fron 
I doubt not but they would have a very 
and happy effect upon us. What great: 
tisfaction is a mortal Man capable oh, | 
knows not what a day may bring forth, | 
to be well ſecured againſt the danger 
ſuddain and untimely Death? Indeed 
that dies daily, that is every day prept 
himſelf for his laſt change, cannot be 
perly ſaid to die ſuddenly. His unexpt 
Death may ſtartle and ſurprize his Fri 
and happen too ſoon for them, but it i 
comes out of ſeaſon to him, that is a 
waiting and providing for it, and has thit 
happily ſecured the main iſſue, the bl 
and advantageous Conſequences of it. A 
what is more defirable, while we are 
_ troubleſome World, than the Art of | 
chearfully, and paſſing the time of ol 
journing here, without any ungratefulC 
or Interruptions from the daſhing fear the 
Ne of Death? This is an Art e 
All that Philoſophy can teach us, or the 
profound and learned Men in all Ages. 
been deſervedly renown d for. And find 
hath been ſhewn) this is one of the b oul 
Effects of a due and early W 


/ Death, Sc. 

ind, for the coming of our laſt uncertain 

y, what one thing is there in this World 
it better merits our regard, if we chooſe 

ve all naturally do) to ſee good days, and 

go at laſt to our Graves without any re- 

t or conſternation of Spirit? Laſtly, what 

unſpeakable advantage is it, while we are 

lng through the dark entry of Death, to 

the land of Glory and Immortality juſt 


th inconceivable Joy and Triumph? The 
ſt we may reaſonably hope for, is to de- 
rt in peace, without any guilty pangs or 
rors of Conſcience, and with ſolid and en- 
ening hopes of a bleſſed Immortality. 
nd now, ſince there is nothing ſurer than 
eath, or that better deſerves our grave and 
tous Thoughts than a timely Preparation 


World, or bid a chearful farewel to it when 
en we die: or ſecure our ſelves from the 
ery and Torment, and inſure the Happi- 
ls of the World to come) there is nothing 
ore unaccountable than the folly of Men, 


thout any ſerious regard to the Impor- 
nce of them. Let me therefore earneſtly 
of thoſe, that have unhappily miſ-ſpent 
eir precious time, without any competent 
oviſion for Death or Eternity, that they 
Mould now begin to be wiſe, and not venture 


or 


fore us, and conclude the laſt Act of life 


it (if either we would live happily in this 


at pretend to be convinced of theſe things 
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die as a fool dies, without common ſenſe 
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I9, 20. 


| Luke 16. 
23. 


of the Soul and Body. A Man may as 1 
ſonably pretend to cure Mortality it ſelf, 
all degrees of this fear: or to prove ti 


upon the ſcore of Sin: That an abſolute 
Angelical Perfection is attainable in this li 
Or that, as ſoon as we begin to live the 


and more immediate way to Heaven, than! 
go round by the Grave, or fetch a compli 


or reaſon : like the rich fool in the Goſy 
Luke 12. 


merry, the ſame night ſaw an end of hise 
by what means we may aſſuredly overca 


beds, or have attained to the common | 
riod of living. It is in vain to undertake! 
preſcribe an infallible remedy againſt all! 


afraid of dying, than the bleſſed and immo 


upon me is, to ſhew you by what means! 
may vanquiſn the anxious and tormentil 
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that having encouraged his Soul to take; 
eaſe for many years, and to eat, drink, ani 


and merriment, and by a fatal miſtake ½ 
his eyes in torments. 
IV. The next thing propos d was to ſha 


the laviſh and anxious Fears of Death; 
mean, before we are caſt upon our Deal 


verſion to Death, as it ſignifies the ſeparati 
Death was neither threaten d nor inflict 


of Faith and Holineſs, we ſhall be no mo 
tal Spirits in Heaven are. I leave theſe Flig 


to thoſe that boaſt of private Revelation 
and are ſure they have found a flrait 


through the dark valley of Death, the col 
mon road into Life eternal. All 1 ſhall ta 


fe 


Of Death, &c. 37 
s of Death, and ſo far allay our natural 

rfion to it, that upon good and wiſe Con- : q 
rations we may be willing, and even glad 1 
lie: that Death it ſelf may be the Object | 

dur Choice, and we may readily embrace 
firit opportunity of laying hold on eternal 


is the ſaying of an ingenious Poet of our 


) „ 
To live and die is all we have to do: 1 
there is ſo ſtrict a connexion between 
ſe two, that no Man can reaſonably hope 

he well, but he that has firſt learn d and 


ctis d the Art of good living: for there is jb 
hing plainer in the Goſpel- Covenant,than | | 
ta holy and virtuous life is indiſpenſably 1 
ſary to a happy Death, and a bleſſed | 


rity; and that without holineſs no man ſhall 
the Lord. From whence we may obſerve, | 
That an irreligious and ill- living Man — 
the whole end of his Being, both in this i 
in the life to come: z. e. He neither lives 
dies well. He leaves all undone that is | 
erial, that his Creator has ſent him to do | 
his World: And whereas there is but one | 
g neceſſary to make him a happy Man, "12 
he drives away from his Thoughts, till = 
iright of Eternity ſeizes his diſtracted - = 
l; and the hour cometh, when all the | 
Is and opportunities of Grace are fled 
him, and he can do nothing but repent, 
he has liy'd to no purpoſe. 

2. We 


and directions, which the Scripture give 
for the regulation of our Lives, are no 


change, as Death will ſhortly make wi 


comfortable departure out of this life. | 


congruous to ſpend a long life upon al 


preparation it is, which theſe Men red 


Souls. They are content to be always in 


everlaſting Miſery and Torments, ol 
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2. We may hence infer, that the ſamer 


neceſſary to prepare us for a happy Dex 
There are but few Men, but one time 
other have a ſecret Conviction upon the 
that ſome ſort of preparation for ſo gre 


them, is highly requiſite to their fate ; 


then, they don't ſee any neceſſity there 
being over-haſty in the matter. They 
neither weary of the World, nor (it mag 
do they find the World to be over- wear 
them. Beſides, it ſeems to them a little 


dying hours, which (ſay they) is nex 
being always dying. In ſhort, they adj 
the work of preparation to thoſe lang 
ing hours they hope to be allow d upon 
Sick-beds, and know will be uſeful fort 
thing elſe. By this you ſee what ki 


upon before they leave this World: and i 
poor fallacies they put upon their imma; 


dage through the fear of Death, and veil 


ſave the trouble of a holy life. : 
The folly of this preſumption (I thu 
have ſufficiently dete&ed in ſpeaking to 
laſt General: to which 1 ſhall only q 

FIT prom 
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reſent, that the fear of Death 1s indeed in- 
rable at this rate, and like to be every day 
reater for every wilful Sin we commit. And bl 
ow innumerable are thoſe in a long courſe . CS 
f wickedneſs? And where is the wiſdom 4 
hen of expoſing our languiſhing and expir- 
g Souls, to all the Horror and Confuſion, 
hat muſt unavoidably attend ſuch a dying 
ate? Beſides, when we have done our ut- 
oft, there will be work enough at our latter 1 
nd, to review and perfect our Repentance, 
> bewail our Sins of Infirmity, with all the 
mperfections of our holy Duties, which are 
pt to eſcape our beſt care and circumſpe- 
tion, and to purge off (as well as we can) 5 
Wc remaining ſoil and defilement, which is U 
ardly ſeparable from our mortal Nature. 
[| Theſe two Conſiderations being premis d, | 
hat a Man that is unprepared for Death and 4 
ternity, lives to no purpoſe but to be eter- 
bally miſerable: and that the ſame rules 
hich the Goſpel gives us for the regulation 
f our lives, are abſolutely neceſlary to quell 
he fears of Death, and to give us a chearful 
Wrolpect into Eternity, I ſhall now inſtance 
ſome particular Duties of Chriſtianity , 
hich more immediately tend to reconcile us 
Þ the thoughts of Death, to vanquiſh our 
uilty fears, and to cure our natural averſion 
o it, ſo far that we may be willing to die, 
nd with S. Paul, deſire to be difſolv d, when 
ver it ſhall pleaſe God to remoye us ons 
| _ tus 
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what is plainer, than that too great a paſſin 


the pleaſures and vanities of this preſen 


per of Body or Mind, is to remove and ei 


of Mens unwillingneſs to leave it? I han 


bade made a Covenant with Death, and an Ar 


hour ſhould prove their laſt, and ſeal thei 


fore not ſo fond of this World, as to ran 


by any apparently wicked or diſhoneſt mean 
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this mortal, uneaſy, and imperfect Stat 
The firſt is, to mortify our Aﬀections 1 


io 
pon 
d 1 
es L 
uch 


ract 
mp 
me 
do n 
one 
en 


de 


World. The great Art of curing any diſte 
tirpate the Cauſes and Fomenters of it. An 
for this World, is the real cauſe and reaſq 


nothing now to ſay to thoſe that have ſinne 
away all hopes of a better World. 'Tist 
no purpole to teach them how to vanquil 
the fears of Death, while they perſiſt in 
courſe of vice and wickedneſs, bid defiance t 
Divine Vengeance, and (as the Prophet ſpeak 


ment with Hell, They have all the reaſo 
that can be to fear and tremble, leaſt even 


Covenant with Hell and Deſtruction. My bi 
ſineſs is with Men of better ſenſe and fag; 
city, that believe there is another World a 
ter this, and that this can never make thenſÞis 
happy; and that if ever they are happy 
that World, they muſt firſt mortify their a 
fettions which are upon the earth: and are ther 


an Eftate, or to make an Intereſt in it, at lea 


or to allow themſelves in any of the pollu 
tions and defilements of it. They are wil 
than to ſtake their Souls upon any bas 

ih 


e Death, SWS. 

ino nourable Project, or to venture them 

pon the habitual neglect of any neceſſary 

d indiſpenſable Duties. But ſtill the World 
es too near their Hearts, and they have ſo 

uch cumber and buſineſs in it, ſo much di- 
taction in their affairs, that to ſerve their 

Winporal Intereſts, they are fain to borrow 
me from their ſpiritual Concernments, and 

Wo much to neglect their eternal. They are 

Woneſtly employ d, and the more they get, 

e more good they may do with it: and ſo 
der one plauſible pretence or other, they 


hich long cuſtom has made familiar to 
gem, till at laſt (like the old Traveller in 
je Fable) they fink under their burthen, 
id yet are afraid that Death ſhould eaſe 
em of it. Ro 55 


d fears concerning their future State; eſpe- 
ally when they come to balance their ac- 
punts of the time they have ſpent upon 
is and the other World: and to find, that 
ter all their acts of Piety and Devotion, 


hing life. We are naturally loth to 
rt with every thing that we ardently love, 
d afraid of loſing it whenever it lies in 
nger: And this is viſible in nothing more 
an in the caſes of Life and Death. Nor is 
e oiere any poſſibility of being cured of this 
ill N 


ve on under a load of unneceſſary cares, 


Theſe Men muſt needs be ſubject to doubts 


ey ſtill retain a ſecret love and hankering 
ter the poor delights and diverſions of this 


6r 
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fear, but by taking off our affections fro 
the things we are 10 much enamour d wid 
"Tis true, there is an innocent love and u 
of this World, and all the temporal ng; 
tives to Religion are founded upon it. 4 
here lies the great fallacy that good Men{ 
very often put upon themſelves : There! 
no harm (ſay they) in following our lawhifi 

Callings, in loving our Friends, or enjoyin 
our Eſtates, and Preferments: True, whi 
none of theſe things do cool your affectia 
to heavenly Objects, abate your zeal ai 
fervour in the ſervice of God, or juſtle o 
any of thoſe weighty and important Dut i 
which are neceſſary to prepare you for ti 
5 pou Change you muſt ſhortly underg 
and to qualify you for better Company, a 
for Diviner Enjoyments in the life to cont 
But what is more obvious, than that 1 
much . buſineſs and familiarity with th 
World, dos unavoidably hinder our prog? 
in virtue and holineſs, and extremely imb 
ter the thoughts of Death, till we have mul 
ad better Preparation for it? The more! 
Hab. 2.6. Ioad our ſelves (as the Prophet ſpeaks) n 
thick clay, how bright or valuable ſoee 
and the more we burthen our Minds vi 
the thorny Cares of this life, the more d 
ficult we ſhall find our paſlage through ti 
gates of Death, and muſt expect ſo much i 
greater ſtrugele before we are got clear Þ 
this World, When we are going . | 
5 | 1 
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be apt to caſt a ſorrowful look upon the 
ſant things we muſt leave behind us, and 


aps ſorely bewail the great perplexities 


are likely to leave our Affairs and Fami- 


in; and though we are not without ſome 
d hopes of Heaven when we die, yet if 
e be any thing in this World, that we 


ean immoderate fondneſs for, the thought 


parting ſuddenly with it, will ſenſibly 
eaſe our natural fear of Death, and 


oflnzely damp our expectations upon E- 


ILY. Se Es 
W'he proper and only remedy therefore 


Mnf this Averſion to Death, is to cure our 


es of the unreaſonable Fondneſs we are 
to have for this World: and, if it be poſ- 
, to grow as indifferent towards the enter- 
ment we meet with in it, as we were 


n we firſt enter d into it. Naked came job 1.21. 
ame into this world, and naked ſhall we re- 1 Tim. 
out of it: we brought nothing along with us, 7: 


it i certain we can carry nothing away with 
And fince we mult return empty and na- 
as we came, and our ftay here 1s very 
t and uncertain, it ill become us to med- 


any farther with this World, than to 


e our lives competently eaſy and com- 
able to us: remembring that the ſtronger 


nations we contract, even to the inno- 


delights of this life by too great a fami- 


r ty with them, the more unwilling we ſhall 


WW! laſt to leave them; and tis well, when 
Death 
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x Cor. 7. concerning the conjugal State: Arethre 
29,30, 31. time is ſhort: It remains therefore, that bolt 


A Pr har ator ” D:ſcourſe Par 
Death comes to tear them from our Hey 
if we don't find far more regret and troy 
at parting, than all the ſatisfaction we 
found in the enjoyment of them. Le 
therefore fit as looſe as is poſſible from ii 
World, and not cumber our ſelves with 
pertinent Cares, eſpecially when we find 
ſelves to be drawing apace out of this 
and have buſineſs of a more proper and 
gent Nature, and of infinitely greater Calf 
quence upon our hands. Let us daily end 
vour to bring our Minds to a perfect ind 
rency to all ſuperfluous and unneceſlaryii 
joyments, and ſo contract our affairs 
our time may hold out for both Worlds. 
we be not in a hurry, or under any con 
nation of Spirit, when Death comes tot 
charge us out of This. And let us, to 
end, ſeriouſly and frequently conſider! 
Apoſtles Application to the Corinthiau 
buſie and trading people) of his difcol 


that have wives, be as though they had none 
they that weep, as though they wept not; ani 
that rejoyce, as though they rejoyced not, 
they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; 
they that ſe this world, as not abuſing it: fi 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away, 
2. Another Preſervative againſt the feu 
Death, is to accuſtom our ſelves to reſigi 
our deareſt Enjoyments to the Soyeraign' 


F Death, Sc. 
diſpoſal of God, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
W to call for them. It is certain, that 
ether we will or no, they are all at his 
poſal: and that it is highly juſt and rea- 
able, that he that has an abſolute Pro- 
ety in them, and that only lends them to 
for our preſent uſe, ſhould be at his liberty 
reſume them, whenever he ſees Reaſon 
it. And therefore one would think, it 
re one of the eaſieſt Duties of Chriſtianity 
ere being nothing more reaſonable) to be 
tent that the Owner of all our bleſſings, 
uld take back what portion of them he 
aſes into his own hands, did not expe- 
nce convince us of the contrary. At what 
ate did David take on for his rebellious 


her than loſe the convenience of a ſhade. 
tlet us not flatter our ſelves: Tis a harder 
* die, than ſome Men ſeem to eſteem 
when they think they are in no preſent 


A the courage and ſincerity of that Man, 


nfortable Eſtate, talks very confidently of 
ng, i. e. of reſigning himſelf, and all that 
feu enjoys at once, into the hands of God, and 
repines and murmurs at every petty Loſs 


E If 


It being bleſt with many Friends, and a 


alem, wiſhing his own Death might have 
nd for the Traitors ? And what a ſtrange. 
was the angry Prophet in at the ſmiting jonah 4 
1 gourd? And He alſo muſt die in all haſt, 9 


anger of it. And I ſhould very much ſuſ— 


! Calamity, that providentially befalls him. 
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If it pleaſes God to pick out ſome of i 
deareſt Relations or Friends that are a; 
own Soul, and I can (with Fob) reſt content 
and bleſs the name of the Lord: eſpecially, u 
ing reaſon to hope that they are vaſtly h 
pier than Iam, ſo that I cannot but wiſh 
felf in their place, I ſhall ſurely be the m 
willing to follow them ; and the fewer ( 
lights 1 have left in this World, and the n 
freely and ſubmiſſively I have parted yi 
thoſe that are gone before me, I ſhall « 
tainly find it the eaſier task, to reſign by 
my ſelf and the remainder,. to the faith 
and ſoveraign Diſpoſer of them. For | 
the fewer my preſent Enjoyments are, 4 
the more I have accuſtom d my ſelf to 
quieſce in the Orders and Events of Pro 
dence (and there is perhaps but one Try 
more to come (I mean that of my dy 
hour) the leſs, if any, muſt the difficulty 
dying be: And if I know my ſelf fincers 
have all the reaſon. that can be, to welcat 
the Tidings of my approaching Death, wi 
out the leaſt miſtruſt or fear of the weig 
Conſequence of it. For what is there nov 

_ detain me here, or make me unwilling or all 
to truſt my Soul in the hands of God andl 
Redeemer ? His Promiſes cannot be m 
evident or infallible than they are: Hei 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. And! 
the World that 1 am going from, that 

be the fame awkard and changeable th 
th 


F Death, &c. 
t I have ever found it; and fince ſo great 
Wart of my beſt Treaſure and choiceſt De- 

Its are gone: and, as dear as it colt me to 
t with them, 1 have reaſon to be ſatisfied 
Wh the gracious Diſpoſal of them, why 
uldft thou be caſt down, O my Soul, now thy 


that he will bring thee to hzs holy place, 
ſhem thee his Salvation, and the Salvation 
thy pious Friends, and of all that die in 
Laith of the holy Jeſus. „ 

there is no Queſtion, when Abraham of- 
d up his Son at Gods command, but he 
ld willingly have died for him at the ſame 


meekly ſubmitted to all the hardſhips 
ich God had impos d upon him in Aeype 
the Wilderneſs, was to be gathered to his 
bers, before he had dipt his foot in the 
ty Wnd that floweth with milk and honey, he rea- 
embraced the motion, and without the 


od) went up to mount Nebo, and died there. 
ſes died ad oſculum Dei, at the kiſs of God, 


Math, as a _ token of the ſpecial Love, 
| diſtinguiſhing Favour of God to him. 


Chriſtian Graces, and the natural Reſult 
the due Exerciſe of them. It argues ſuch 
nfidence in the goodneſs and faithfulneſs 


e is come to follow them? Hope thou in 


ant. And we find, that when Moſes, who 


d hence the 7emiſh Rabbies tell us, that 


ing upon the tidings and manner of his 
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Wi demurr (as the Divine Oracle had pre- 


Pelt: reſignation is indeed the Perfection of 5 
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aud Death, and make him more than ( 
| querour (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) over en 


height, nor depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall 
, in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. 8. 37, 300 


ſet Death in the Forefront of the Army, 


can poſſibly raiſe againſt him, 


rally gives us ſome taſt of heavenly Joys, 1 


State; and in ſome degree (though nov 
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of God, as will carry a Man through! 


thing that ſtands between him and his b 
pineſs, either in this or the inviſible Woti 
For I am perſwaded (ſaith he) that neither du 
nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor] 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 


able to ſeparate us from the love of God, mh 


In which words the Divine Author ſeems 


it were on purpoſe to intimate to us, f 
he that has conquer d the fear of Death, 
no other Enemy to fear, among all the 
gions, which the malice of Earth or | 


3. Fervency and Conſtancy in Deyoti 


The firſt alienates our Minds from the Gf {i 
cernments of this life, and ſo cuts off mii oy 
occaſions of deadneſs and diſtraction in Hb 


moſt weighty and ſerious Duties, It wat 
our hearts with Divine Affections, and ge 


corrects the luſcious reliſh of earthly | 
lights and Pleaſures. It elevates our 80 
above the Charms and Cares of this inferi 


feethem not) makes us feel the reality of 
great Objects of our Faith and Hope; 
which adyantages do naturally tend wy 
lin 
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te the great work of dying. And here 1 
ght ſafely appeal to the Experience of the 
re devout and ſpiritually- minded Chriſti- 
whether or no they have not ſome times, 
Er their more intenſe and fervent Prayers, 
Wn up from their knees with ſo much ala- 
y and ſatisfaction, that they could pre- 
tly have died without any diſorder of 
nd, and willingly have breath'd out their 
ils to God with their laſt Petitions. 
uind for the other, the conſtancy of our 
yotions, tis evident that the more frequent 
are in Communion with God, and delight 1 
ſelves in his immediate ſeryice, we ſhall } 
dually advance to a greater likeneſs and | 
formity to him, be more and more Par- | t 
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ers of the Divine Nature, and approach 

with the more humble and becoming 

nfidence in his infinite Love and Favour. 

ſhall grow (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks from 
own Experience) from ſtrength to ſtrength, Pſ. 8+ 7. 
be better able to deal with our laſt Ene- 

, having an eſtabliſh'd Intereſt in, and a 

e Acceſs to him, upon whom depend the 

es of Life and Death. „ 

This is in it ſelf a moſt powerful means to 
preſs the frightful Thoughts and . : 
eriggpſions of Death. For how can I be afraid 
commit my Spirit to him at my laſt hour, 

of iWvhoſe Grace and Protection 1 have inured 

e; WF {elf, to recommend all that is dear and 

) iuable to me? In whoſe hands would I a 
lug | E 3 truſt 461 
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truſt that immortal Treaſure, but in his thi 
purchaſed it with his own blood? Has God of 
ciouſly- invited me to go with boldneſs u 
Throne of Grace, to make known my PetitiuWat, 
and to ſpread all my Complaints before hi 
and promiſed to hear me, and ſend me co 
from his holy Place? And after long and lan 
experience of his goodneſs and faithfuln 
to me, ſhall 1 at laſt give over my Afﬀan 
in him? Shall I now queſtion, whether! 
will not leave me in the gripes, and un 
the terrors of Death, and cancel all his pt 
miles, after ſo many Declarations and & 
ings of his tranſcendent Love and unexpr 
Pf. 91. fible Favours to me? He that dwelleth (ſi 
7,4. the devout Pſalmiſt) in the ſecret place f 
moſt Fligh, (i. e. where he giveth Audience 
his humble and faithful Votaries, and cd 
1 municates his ſecret and peculiar Favoi 
1 all abide under the ſhadow of the Amigb 
He will cover thee with his feathers, and m 
his wings ſhalt thou truſt : His truth ſhall be 
ſhield and buckler, Give me but this ſecurl 
and I will gladly venture all my Intereſi 
Eternity upon it. | 
I hope I need not preſs the efficacy of 
Duty any farther. Hearty and frequent U 
verfation creates ſuch a confidence in thee 
veral parties, that tis generally look d un 
as a notorious violation of the LawsF"\ 
friendſhip, for either fide to diſtruſt the fin 
neſs and fincerity of the other, eſpecial | 
1 4 —— os Re es 
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thKitters of the higheſt Conſequence. But ſtill 


cannot be too cautious, that we do not, 
1 one hand, miſtake every Ent hufiaſtick 
oat, or unuſual flaſh of Devotion, for that 
ie and genuine fervency of Spirit, which 
Neomes an humble Petitioner at the Throne of 


ace. On the other hand, let us take heed 
at under a pretence of being conſtant at 


Wir Prayers, we do not rigoroufly oblige our 
Jes always to obſerve the ſame ſtated 
urs of retirement, or juſt the ſame lengths 
forms of Prayer. For though it be very 
Wccllary, both to reſerve and keep ſome 
rtain times of ſecret Prayer and Meditation, 


ſafer and above the opportunities of publick 


of Worſhip, if we would keep our Minds in a 


ceWiritual frame, and fortify them againſt the 


ars of Death, yet tis apparently an Errour, 


hich many pious Souls are obnoxious to, to 


over ſcrupulous in adhering to their own 

ules and Appointments ; and to afflict them- 
be W'ves for every variation from their uſual 
urfWrins , which do's but  ſowr and fret their 
et{irits, and tend to too much formality and 
 Wperſtition, "Tis the deſign of Religion, and 
f rticularly of this great Duty of Prayer, to 
ee our Minds from all ſuperſtitious Fears of 
hee Divine Majeſty : and to plant ſuch an in- 


upF-nuous Temper in them, as may render our 


ws FFrvices as pleaſing and acceptable both to 
im and our ſelves, as they may be in this 
perfe& State. And therefore when our 
ER Spirits 
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. A Preparatory Diſcourſe Part 
Spirits are greatly out of Order, or we ffnil 
an unuſual coldneſs and diſtraction in Mhin 
thoughts, or are engaged in any Act of Mer. 

rity, or Service to the Publick Intereſt; let 

not trouble our ſelves that we are not at 
ſame time upon our knees. We need not fe 
while our Lamps are burning without, a 

our Lights ſhining before men, that the dy 

of Grace or Glory ſhould be ſhut upon 


Nor is it an omiſſion of our Duty towaMeaſ 
God, to vary our hours of Prayer, when td 

is a juſt and urgent Reaſon for it. This is co 
to neglect our Duty, or break off our Cm 
munion with God, but only to carry it on il 
a different manner; our converſation it, Ib 
muſt be in Heaven, all the while we are doit 4 
the Work and Buſineſs of it: Eſpecially, ¶ dc 


we improve the broken Intervals of our Ca 
verſation with Men by ſhort Acts of Den 
4 tion, tranſient and unſeen Adorations of C 
i and return with alacrity to his more ſolen 
and immediate Service. And J dare be cal 
fident, we ſhall never repent us when wed 
of ſerving God in the moſt chearful, andi 
genuous, lively, and affectionate manner. 

4. We may greatly prevent the bitter a 
anxious fears of Death, by taking a freque 
and ſerious view of our Lives: and partidl 
larly, by ſearching more narrowly into tl 
nature of thoſe doubtful Actions, - whid 
however innocent at the firſt appearance, 
find, upon mature thoughts, any juſt real 
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Of Death, Sc. | 
iſtraſt or fear. A Man that is a ſtranger 
imſelf, that do's not ſtrictly obſerve the 
Wcral bent of his Inclinations: Or that ſel- 


to the good Opinion of others, and the 
Character he wears abroad in the World, 
never make a true judgment of himſelt, 


bed him any ſolid Peace or Comfort when 
comes to die. Beſides, nothing is more 
mon; than for our ſubtile Enemy the 
vil (who has a far better memory, and it 
be fear d, keeps an exacter Regiſter of our 
do) to take all advantage againſt us, when 
ees us queſtioning our final State: to ter- 
our Minds, and ſhake our beſt hopes o 

ven, by his fly Inſinuations, that all the 
new we made of Religion was all over 
ocriſy ; a mere piece of Artifice to keep 
with the World, and carry on our ſecu- 
Intereſts under a gaudy dreſs of ſeeming 
ue and Piety. And then to prove his 
ful Charge, our Accuſer will be ſure to 
ueraid us with the many falſe ſteps and re- 
tiges, we cannot but be conſcious of in a 
2 Up courſe of Actions, and to urge them 
hid all their aggravations, as ſo many Evi- 
e, Mees of our Infincerity, and the truth of his 
caloWoations againſt us. This, we know, is no 

1 090 


val 


or never recollects upon what Motives 
Wrinciples he has been carry d on through 
main courſe of his religious Duties; but 


eaſt ſuch as he may depend upon, or can 


Actions, than the generality of Chriſti- 


uncom- 
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the Terror and Amazement of it, our 9 
ſure courſe is frequently to recollect 


ſuggeſt againſt us. 


as need no Repentance, yet upon farther 


ſtracted Meditations, or when we are vl 
with ſome awakenins Fit of Sicknels,or o 


our ſelves, we begin to change our Opin 


had been. Of this nature is the unh 


by we viſibly expoſe our ſelves to many? 


of doing nothing but what is cuſtomary 
people of onr profeſſion: And here the 
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uncommon caſe: and if we would prey 


Errors of our Lives, and to perfect our} 
pentance for them : after which we need! 
fear what our ſpiteful Adverlary can do 


More particularly, if we odd lie A 
and calm upon our Death- beds, it cone 
us to review thoſe doubtful paſſages of 
Lives, which, though perhaps we have a 
times look d upon as very innocent, andi 


quiry, in our moſt ſecret Retirements and 


Affliction that ſeems to point directly to 
cuſtom or uſage, in which we have all 


and to fear at leaſt, that our Conſciencs 
not ſo clear in the matter as we hoped! 


choice or approbation of our Callings, wit 


and violent Temptations, too ſtrong fot 
weak Virtue and Integrity: by which we 
often foil d, and inveagled into unreaſot 
Gains and Liberties, under the thin pret 


medy is, to examine our ſelyes imparti 
whether we have not fallen ſhort of 
| Fat 
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Mirneſs and Equity in our dealings, which we 
and may juſtly expect from others. Such 


) are thoſe Indulgencies in our innocent 
creations, which borrow too much time 


Im Religion, divert us from ſerious and 


ighty buſineſs, or are apt to pall our Af- 
ions to any holy or ſpiritual Exerciſes. 
d beſides theſe, there are many reſerv d 


cdiſputable Caſes (known, perhaps, to 


e but our ſelves) which, by reaſon of the 
colours, our Phanſies and Intereſts have 
s d them in, do ſeldom trouble our Minds, 


Wwithſtanding we have ſometimes a ſecret 


picion of them, and could heartily wiſh 
had never intermeddled with them. 

ow, if in any ſuch Caſes we are apt to mi- 
iſt our ſelves; As they will be eaſily diſco- 
d by an impartial Reflection upon our 


s, ſo it nearly concerns us to ſettle the 


ce of our Conſciences about them, before 
die. And this may be done, either by a 


pely Repentance, if there be reaſon for it, 


by a happy diſcovery of the Innocence of 


fe Actions, which a better inform d Con- 


nce had prevented all trouble and relu- 
ncy about. But now ſhonld we neglect to 


fy our ſelves in things of this nature, 
le we have time and competent advan- 
ss for it, we may juſtly fear, that our 


tchful Adverſary will not neglect his op- 
unity to aſſault and terrify us, when we 
leaſt able to ſtand our ground, and he ſees 

us 


us lie panting and gaſping upon the Brink 
Eternity. And here, ſince the Deciſion 
cumſtances, the beſt Advice certainly thate 
ally in matters of more than ordinary n 


ment or difficulty, is to have a ſpeedy m 
courſe to ſome prudent ſpiritual Guide: y 


dur ſelves of the comfort and ſatisfaction 
might long before have enjoy d, and be foi 
at laſt, for want of it, to go halting to. 


der of God and Nature) is an excellent me 


it. It has a natural tendency in it to c 
proaches of our common Enemy. And 
this reaſon it is frequently and earneſtly! 
commended to all Men, both by the Script 
by Moſes to his ſtupid People 1ſrael) that! 


ter end! Deut. 2. 29. Which words do plal 
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ſuch doubtful Caſes, do's (almoſt generalſpn 
depend upon variety of nice and tender 


be given for the eaſe of our Minds, eſpy 


not wait (as the cuſtom is) for his coming 
viſit us on our Death-beds, and ſo deprif 


Graves. e areN-. 4: 
5. To meditate often on our Mortal 
(not as a Decree of Fate, but as a wile ( 


to reconcile us to the thoughts of Death, 
prevent all ſtartling and diſquieting fean 


poſe and harden our Minds againſt the 


and the beſt refin d Moralifts amongſt i 
Heathens. O that they were wiſe (ſaith b 


underſtood this, that they would conſider their 
imply, that the conſideration of our la 


end, as it is the grrateſt Act of wiſdom in 


N s 
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n, ſo it would have the happieſt Influence 

th upon the regulation of our Lives, and 

on our comfort and confidence in Death. 

d again Pſalm go. 12. (which by the Title 
it was compos d by the ſame infpir'd Au- 

r) So teach us to number our days, that we 
hy our hearts unto wifdom ; which alfo 


y MWimates, that it is the wiſeſt thing we can 
to be always fitting and preparing our 
nz Wes for our great Change. And hence King 
of Macedon is ſaid to have had a Mo- 
on or attending in his Bed- Chamber, to ſa- 
folie him every morning, with theſe words, 


no "AvFpoms wv, Remember, O King, that 
art a mortal Man. Every time we think 
Wouſly of dying, we take a kind of fare- 
lof this World, as a place we muſt ſhortly 
e, and after that ſhall no more have any 
cernment in. And the next Thought 


Soul, and an Eternity of Happineſs or 


pul, which I have ſo ſmall an Intereſt in, and 
| Wkly ſhall have none at all? Shall 1 for 
h ONS fake of theſe fading Trifles, neglect that 
bat ortal State, which will ſhortly commence, 
heir FF to ſecure the Happineſs of which, I was 
plaipoſely ſent into this World by him that 
r laue me, and has promis d me all the help 
n in aſſiſtance that is requiſite to conveigh me 


Me 


ch this naturally leads us to (I ſpeak of 
e that firmly believe the Immortality of 


Wery ) is, to what purpoſe ſhould I toyl 
tly WF diſquiet my ſelf about the Affairs of this 


through 
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through it, and to bring me ſafe into his off 
Kingdom? Tis true, 1 muſt firſt die, 
there is, in the ſudgment of moſt Men, a bj 
neſs in Death. But what is there then ine 
nal Torments? And ſince 1 find there 
thoſe that have happily conquer d the! 
rors of Death, nay that are as willing to( 
as others are to out- live the very poſſib 
ol living, away from me all ye that work vat 
and put the evil day that is coming, far þ 
yon; tis time for me to be wile and ſeri 
tis time to forecaſt for Eternity, that k 
may meet my Death with a Courage 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, ſuch as the Powen 
Fell ſhall not be able to prevail againſt. 
The Scripture gives us ſeveral inſtance 
good Men (ſuch as Aaron, Moſes, and H 
chiah) that receiy'd tydings of their ſpx 
departure out of this World, by ſpecial 
expreſs meſſages from God Himſelf, Ani 
the like nature we read in Heathen Auth 
of Voices that have been heard by great 
to remind them of their Mortality, and 
quicken their Preparation for their ſudde 
approaching Death. Such was the wall 
(the Hiſtorian tell us) given to Cyrus, 
Perſian Emperour in theſe words: Ev 
G Kee, on 75 eis Hess area; Prepare, Vl *: 
for now you muſt go and meet the Gods, | 
muſt not expect ſuch particular and awak 
Ing warnings as theſe: nor would they] 
haps be very welcome to us. Every exall 
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s OMortality; every time the grave opens 

 Wnouth, it calls loudly to us, to bethink 
ſelves, where we muſt ſhortly lodge. 

nei Mortality is written in the duſt of all 

re Fore-fathers. Whenever almoſt we en- 

e into the Houſe of God, we are forced 


read over the Heads of thoſe that lately 
ſhipped him in the ſame place, and poſ- 
in a far better manner than our ſelves. 
hat we cannot want Opportunities of 
Wking ſeriouſly of our frail and dying State : 


that hitherto he has left a great part of 
ing Task undone, and for that reaſon 
"MWiraid to die, can give himſelf no reſt, 
ehe is under the Power of theſe thoughts, 
he has taken an effeCtual courſe to re- 
nume the grounds of his fear, and is ſatisfied 
he is in a way to fin:ſb hs courſe with 


„ol, may give himſelf eaſe by engaging 


Let him conſider, what the Power of 
Ich is, to do him any real Injury. The 
eis the utmoſt Extent of his Dominion: 
tor the time we are in his cuſtody there, 


if we would uſe them as we ought, we 
Wd certainly reap a very ſignal Advantage 
hem. A Chriſtian that has the fainteſt 
s of Heaven, and is conſcious to him- 


id I verily think that every good Man, 
le mind is not ſunk into the deepeſt Me- 


Woughts in ſuch proper Meditations as 


he 


= 
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Acts 12. Iiver d Peter out of the hand of Hero, 


dead Bodies, while they are in his keeyi 
but he muſt give a juſt and punctual accy 
of all that has been committed to him, 
reſtore it in full tale and proportion. $ 
John tells us in his Viſion of the Day of [ui 
ment, Kevel. 20. 13. The Sea gave up the ii 
which were in it; and Death and the Grau 


retains, ſince the Captain of our Salvation H 


our Graves, and to lock up our Aſhes th 


of Reſt and Immortality. And what 2 


the beſt Men of all Ages (who were wiſh 
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he cannot diſturb our reſt, if we /leep in c 
or deſtroy the leaſt Atom or Particle of &" 


liver d up the Dead which were in them. 
2. Conſider that Death, to all that H 
fought the good freht of Faith, is a vangui 
Enemy: an Object of Defiance, rather ii 
of Fear and Trembling. All the Power 


triumphed over him, is to lay us afleg 


till we hear the Voice of the Arch-Ai 
on the glorious Day of Reſurrection to « 
nal Life. 5 b | 
3. Death, through the Death of our! 
deemer, is ſo far from doing us harm, iﬀ 
(as has been already obſerv'd ) he wil 
ſuredly do us the friendlieſt Office that 
be deſired: 1. e. like the good Angel tha 


will open the iron gate, which keeps us 
ſoners in this mortal and uneaſy State, kl 
off our chains, and ſet us free upon a 


rowful and uncomfortable Condition . 


2 
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the World, and n to be diſſolv d) havre 
en reduced to, if Death had not given 
mM a free paſſage through his dark Terri- 
ies, into Life eternal? All that had not 
n their Redeemer, muſt not have ſeen him 
this day, had they waited for the return 
Eljahs fiery Chariot, or for the ſound of 
Angels laſt awakening Trumpet. 

. Let us conſider, that if we have go- 
Fa our ſelves, in the main tenour of our 
s, by the Rules of Gods Commandments, 
ul fincerely endeavour to perfect holineſs in 2 
ri, we have the very fame Reaſons not to be 
yer aid of Death, that ſupported the Spirits of 
nM excellent Men in all Ages, under the Ap- 
ecpWicnſions of it, of whom we doubt not, 
t that they are now in Heaven. And the 
 Ancr to fix our Contemplations on this 
o Mehty Subject, we ſhall do well to viſit our 
ng Friends (of unſuſpected Virtue and 


pur! tity) and obſerve 0.8 chearfully they 
m, WW of dying, and with what Patience, 
willWmneſs, = Alacrity, they wait for their 
hat ected Change. And thus by ſetting the 


tha and lively Image of a pious and « com- 
ro d Death before us, as often as we have 
5 us Wortunity, we may fatisfy our ſelves that 
>, Mich is no ſuch formidable thing to a good 
1 4 s as a guilty Conſcience, or a craſy Ima- 
at ation is apt to make it. 
we . Upon the whole, what reaſon has any 
ere Chriſtian to be ſhy of the Tae 
F 0 


| 


11 
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of Death, r that his Power o 


that he is a baffled and vanquiſhd Enemy 
arm'd of his Sting and Terrours: that of 


flow in coming. And is it not ſtrange t 
| 83 ſatis eſt. Mortem plenus expel 
reaſonably I can defire: and now my Thu 


lelves of a Victory over the fear of De 
Tis certain, had we never ſinn d, we iv 


and pleaſant, as the Flight of an Ange 
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od Men reaches no farther than the Gry 


Enemy he is become their Friend, one . 
they have reaſon to be heartily reconciled! 
And that as ſuch he is cordially welcome 
them, who are only apt to think him il; 


that the generality of profeſt Chriſtians ſho 
be as impatient almoſt to think of Death, 
they are really afraid to die. Alas! How. 
are there of the graver and elder fort, i 
know they have but a ſhort time to live, 
can truly ſay, as Seneca (a Heathen) did to 
Friend Lucihms? Vixi, chariſſime 1 
« 
T have hivd (faith he) dear Lucilius, as In 
are enterely fixt upon the approaches of Deat 

6. By aſpiring at the higheſt Degres 
Chriſtian Virtues and Graces, and perf 
Holineſs in the fear of God, we may afſure( 


never have been afraid of dying: ol 
moval into Heaven would have been 28 


turning thither. And therefore the mot 
are refin d from Sin, and recover our pi 
tive Purity: the fewer Infirmities we lab 
under, and the higher we are advanced 
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Divine Life, the more willing we ſhall 
ls to part with this World, the leſs (if at 
„afraid to die, and the more intent and 
oper upon our Change. There 7s no Man Kings 
© ith Solomon) that finneth not; The ſcent of d. 46 
eanginal Corruption remains in the beſt Men, 
le they dwell in the Body: and chough 
continually wearing out, yet is it never 
fectly gone, till the tainted Veſſel is dipp d 
lory and Immortality. So that as 1 
e continue in this 3 State, there 
W be work for us to do: and the better 
Watch we make of it, the faſter we out- 
our Infirmities, and the more we 
zuten and enliven our Graces, the greater 
action we ſhall find at the Cloſe of our 8 
peolifics, and be ſo much the more encouraged 
imboldned to die. For what can we 
, when we are fully aſſured of our Inte- 
"ey towards God and Men, and through 
real mighty Grace of God, are made meet to 
WW rtakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
> Beloved (faith S. John) if our hearts con- 1 John 
us not, then have we confidence towards God. 3. 21. 
our rejoycing will be thus, the teſtimany 2 Cor. 
Ut Conſciences i hat in ſimplicity and gadly ſiurerity l. 12. 
1.45 have had our Conver ſation in the World. And 
nge n we have thus begun the Life of Hea- 
moi, have confidence towards God, and un- 
ar pkable Joy and Conſolation within our | 
re lacs, there can be nothing to diſturb our | 
xced Ward Peace: nothing to 82 us down he- 
F 2 fore | ö | 
pi, af" | 
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fore ſo great, and infallible Witneſſs| 
theſe. All will be ſafe and quiet abou i 
paths, and about our beds, wherever we 
or what ever we are doing in purſuanc 
the glorious Reward, that waiteth in Hef 
for-us.. 3 
O bleſſed State! Far above the Enjoym 
and Felicities of this Life! What wouldg 
Sinners, under the Arreſt of Death, 1 
heartily give for that Peace, Satisfaction, 
Tranquillity of Mind, which pious Souls 
are going to be made perfeCt in Heaven, 
joy upon their Sick-beds, and which 
the natural Reſult of a virtuous, holy, 
exemplary life in this World? 
5. Laſtly, by frequent Contempla 
on the Glory and Happineſs of the] 
to come, we may (in a good meaſure) 
out the very natural Impreſſions, wi 
the fear of Death is apt to awaken i 
We ſee every day, that as natural 2 
Paſſions are, they may be chang d, corre 
and reſtrain d by wiſe and good Conlil 
tions, or ſome prevalent and meerly 
dental Principles, which by Educatio 
Cuſtom have been inſtilled into us. Nl 
inſtance in the Indian Women, whom | 
ſtorians tell us) their Governors are | 
to reſtrain, by ſevere Laws and 'Threat 
from following their Husbands immedi, 
when they die, into the other World 
find by daily obſervation, that we often 
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utter diſtaſt at the thing which we ar- 
tly lov'd, as Amnon did to the Perſon of 
für Siſter : and that we cordially chooſe 
embrace the very Perſons and Things, 
nech we formerly dreaded the fight and 
ol tion of. And though Death be generally 
Hunted the greateſt object of Terrour, yet 
Ju many (brave Men, as they call them) 
lay e even without the motives of Religion 
upport them, challeng d and out- brav d 

ir ghaſtly. Enemy, with undaunted Cou- 
and Reſolution, only to reap the Honour 
ying? What poor vaniſhing Glory, from 
fie Theater, imboldned the Roman Gla- 
ors to ſtake their Lives, and laid their 


art 
les 


ut 


s were {uddenly like to be? 
Wow much more then, may we hope (in a 
degree) to wear off our Averſion to 
h, as deep as it lies in our mortal Na- 
if after we have mortified our Affecti- 
We this preſent World, we would often 
rain our ſelves with the Delights and 
ies of the heavenly Kingdom? If we 
d fix our Thoughts upon thoſe Regions 
oy and Happineſs, where thoſe bright 


_ ntly proclaiming the Glory of God, and 2, & 
0 ing this inferior World to a friendly 
reatil 


Inhabitants, and the Flower of all Ages 


often "Fx ſupper 


of Death as faſt aſleep, as they them- 


elpondence with them? Where the na- 


the Creation, are met together at the 


alds, the Sun, Moon and Stars, are in- Pfal. 19 


$6 


glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth? Why 
we ſhall be ever with our Lord, beholdin i 


viewing all the ſorrowful and bloody ft 
which he took (for our ſakes) through 
ungrateful World, and by which he trium 


to follow thee, for the joy thou haſt ſet bf 


tering up and down as if they were 1 


the joy of their Lord 


digious Advantage they would every 


would be nothing ſo unwelcome as the) 
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fupper of the Lamb, to enjoy the pleaſures ui 
are at Gods right hand for evermere ? Whi 
we ſhall ſtand for ever in the Preſence oft 


Glory , admiring his ſtupendous Love, x 


ingly aſcended to the right hand of the My 
on uh? TEST, 

O bleſſed Jeſus? that any of thy Serv} 
that are travelling here below, and pretif 


them, in the fame weeping Track to thy ki 
dom in Heaven, ſhould ſtand ſhivering af 
Brink of Happineſs, wrapping themtclw 
therr cold miry Garments ; loitering anda 


haft to fee the end of their Journey : 8 
they were afraid of entering too foon! 


Would good Men daily confider, what 


make, by crofling the Gulph between ti 
and their Happineſs, the Thoughts of d 


nerally are, after a long Interval of ent 
Diverſion, and a warm Purſuit after f. 
Deſigns and Intereſts. Tis impoſſible tog 
you an adequate view of Heaven, till Dag" 
has drawn the Curtain of Mortality for W 


4 Of Neath, &c. 
nt though we Nom but in part, we know e- 
Vidueh to raviſh our Souls, and to make our 
of arts dance for joy, if we would apply it to 
vir preſent State, and keep it freſh and warm 
ing (pon our Spirits, by lively and frequent Acts 
Faith and Hope in the Promiſes of God, in 


/ fue the death of his ſaints i precious. iris. 
h Are we going then where there is no Pain a2 
uml Sickneſs, where all tears ſhall be wiped away 
m our eyes, where there is no fear of Death, | 
j or Sorrow any more? Did we really be- 3 
ve this, and think ſeriouſly of it, I cannot | 
ret} how it is poſſible we ſhould retain any f 
„nous Fear of dying, what ever little Aver- | 


mon we may have to the parting of the 


Wu! and Body, which muſt be ſuppoſed 


EV ay e 5 1 
eye ile there is any remainder of original Cor- 


ption in us; otherwiſe I cannot underſtand 
dw Death can be call d the Puniſhment of 
Are we going to the heavenly Feruſalem, the 
of the great King, to enjoy all the Privi- 


Wen of thee, O City of God) Too great and 
zling for humane Wit to deſcribe, or mor- 
Eye to behold ! But why then ſhould 


W's in this Life, and are now come to the 
r Entrance into one, that is infinitely bet- 


ere we ſhall ſee and embrace all our Friends 
happy 


ges and Immunities of it? Glorious things are p 


fear, that have paſt through ſo many dan - 


We Are we going home, to our Fathers houſe, 


d Kindred? Where we ſhall be for ever 
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ferent degrees of Glory and Happiness 


happy in the beatifick Preſence of God, i 
dear Lord and Redeemer, and the gloria 


the diſmayingThreats and Terrours of Deat 
Tis true, we know very little of the fury 


But this we may ſafely build upon, that 


at, than that there ſhould be different degi 


flictions of this life can cure us of the fe 
of Death, and even make us eager and i 
portunate to die; how much more defird 
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Society of the bleſſed Spir its, that miniſin 
to our Salvation? Let us wear theſe Medit 
tions continually next our hearts, and thi 
we ſhall need to deſire no better fence agai 


State, comparatively to what we ſhall knq 


God is eſſentially happy in his own Perte 
ons, ſo ſhall every Soul, according to its 
pacity, be filled with chem, out of his in 
nite Fulneſs. And that there ſhould be d 


Heaven, is ſurely no more to be wonde 


of Grace and Holineſs in this life. Theya 
both of the ſame kind and nature: Grace 
the feed of Glory, as a grain of Corn bb. 
the plentiful Ear; it only wants the cher 
ing Influences of Heaven, a kind Spring, a 
a temperate Summer, to give it its full Ry 
neſs and Perfection. 

| To conclude, ſince the Troubles all 


ſhould we be of our Change, if we wol 
every day repreſent to our ſelves the vaſt a 
inconceivable Happineſs of being rech 


into thoſe heavenly Habitations, where" 
$0 
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ois of them that /{zep in the Lord ſeſus, enjoy | 
1oFpetual reſt and felicity ? Had we ſeen the | 

phet Elijah ſoaring up in his fiery Chariot 
dit Heaven, or could we diſcern (what we 
thatend to believe) the bleſſed Angels carry- 

up the Souls of departed Saints into Abra- 

s boſom, how could we refrain from up- 

utuiding Death with his baſed Terrours, his 12 
«n0itly Viſage, and his deadly Arrow, his 
hat Moked Sithe and Spade? Or from triumph- 
with the Apoſtle, ſaying, 0 Death, where 
J ſting! O Grave, where is thy Victory! 


An 
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An Appendix to the former If 
ö courſes, containing an An ſauer 
i} two Objeftions againſt the New 
= | futy of an early Preparation | 
N Death: with a brief Adatreſ; 
[i Thoſe that are actually prepan 
| for it. OT 


T were heartily to be wiſh'd, that my 
that call themſelves Chriſtians, did 
11 look upon Death rather as a blind un 
[| ſigning Fate, than as a juſt and Divine i 
| pointment, in order to a future Jude 
| For though they are not able to advance 
| tolerable Argument to countenance lo 1 
a conceit as this, and are one time or ot 
as terribly afraid of Death, as if they 
pected a Summons from it to the jult 
bunal of God; yet not being able to ben 
frightful and killing a Thought, which! 
cannot but foreſee (ſhould they once il 
it to faſten upon them) would infallib) 
vorce them from their belov'd Lufts 
Pleaſures, they uſe all imaginable 4 
ſtifle the Concernment of it. They look 
on it as the greateſt Affront and Incivilis 
talk of Death in their Company, They" 


ey mult die, but being willing to entertain 
> other Notion of Death, than meerly of 
x Extinction of the preſent Life, they don't 
e any neceſſity there is of making any ſo- 
mn Preparation for it. They are ſo ſtrange- 
wedded to this World, and ſo much ac- 
Witom'd to the groſs and luſcious Delights 
ſenſe, that they have no manner of Taſt 
Reliſh of the Pleaſures of the Life to come. 
hey hear good People talk of them ſome 
es, and think it not undecent in the 
ides of Souls, to deſcant a little upon them, 
their Viſitation of the Sick, or in a Fune- 
| Sermon : But ſtill rhey wonder that Men. 
at are well to live, and have but a com- 
on ſhare of the Troubles and Calamities of 
W's Life, ſhould be ſo forward to die; to 
re goodly Houſes, and fair Poſſeſſions, for 
rude and homely Grave; to part wich 
Wcir Friends and Relations whom they dear- 


Ir 0 love, and to venture into a ſtrange and 
hey Hreign World, before there is any noceſſity 
ult I their leaving this. . 

ball Tis to no purpoſe to argue ſet iouſſy with 


fe Men, if what hath been offer d in the 


e mer Diſcourſes can give them no reaſon- 
libre ſatisfaction, that the next World is bet- 
on than this. FH irs 


loool. r. But ſuppoſe they ſhould grant you 

Vs: yet why (fay they) are you in fo much 
It! Will not Heaven be Heaven? And will 
not 


—— — / ; 2 
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you be ſo unreaſonable as to deſire to h 


ven is a fixt, unchangeable, and everlaſtig 
State of Bliſs and Glory; But for that re 


in preſent and actual Poſſeſſion of it: We 
it a temporary and fading thing, like th 


Men would have far leſs reaſon than the 


cuſe out utmoſt Impatience, till we find o 


Juſtly admired perfections. 


there any danger in arriving too ſoon! 
eternal Happineſs ? Or can we ſuffer any 
by being earlier in Heaven, than perbi 


would chooſe to enjoy it? 


Abbendiv. 
not eternal Life be eternal Life twenty q 
thirty years hence, as well as now ? And cu 


more than eternally happy? 1 anſwer. 


Sol. 'Tis true, that the Happineſs of He 
ſon, it is certainly the more deſirable to! 


we call the Happineſs of this World, go 


have, to covet an immediate enjoyment i 
it. The more Charms and Excellencies th: 
are in any amiable Object, the more th 
will juſtify our Paſſion for it, and almoſte 


ſelves happy in the fulleſt Fruition of 


Is it not generally eſteem d an oſtance 
common Prudence, to prefer an Eſtate 
hand before an Eſtate i in reverſion only? 


the beſt of our Friends would wiſh us? k 
natural to deſire to be happy ? And is iti 
then a reaſonable deſire, that our happi 
ſhould begin as ſoon as we are qualified = 
it, as well as laſt as long as ever we our el 
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 Appenatx. 
Again, is there no danger in loitering in 
Je Enemies Country? Or is it our wiſdom 
deſire it, when we may be heartily wel- 
me to our own, and are fairly offer d a 
fe paſſage into it? 1 mean, when ever it 
all pleaſe God to give us any plain or vi- 
ble reaſon to expect, that the time of our 
parture is at hand? Again, is not a pre- 
nt freedom from Sin and Folly, from all 


ortal Nature, and from all Danger of diſ- 
eaſing our good and gracious God, and ill 


r more eligible than to continue in a lan- 
e are conſcious of many defects and fail- 


gs, and are daily expos d to the Frauds and 
emptat ions of our ſpiritual, treacherous, and 


reconcileable Enemies? | 


pm the evil to come (as the Prophet aſſures 
be righiteous often are) rather than to 


too much reaſon to fear, that the Judg- 
nts of God are coming upon the Earth) till 


d perhaps the deareſt of our Relations, are 
th the Filth and Refuſe of Mankind? 
Laftly, is the laſt and dulleſt Period of the 


ao 


ze Weakneſſes and Imperfections of our 


quiting our deareſt Lord and Redeemer, 


ihing State of Virtue and Piety, in which 


in out an uneaſy Life (at leaſt when there 


| ſome irreſiſtible Plague or Calamity, we, 


adenly {ſwept away in the common Shore, 
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Again, is it not deſirable to be taken away 6 x; 


te of Man, the certain ſcene of Labour and pf 30. 12. 


ow, the days of which we ſhall ſay we have Eccl.12.1 | 


„ 9 3 Aphendix. 
1 no pleaſure in them; are they to be choſe 
15 rather (if 1 may ſo expreſs it) than 

! early Eternity of perfect Reſt, and incy 
ceivable Toy and Happineſs? Are twenty 
thirty years of Happineſs ſo common int 

World, that Men that are ſeldom the Fayy 
rites of it, ſhould reckon they muſt nes 
fall to their ſhares, if they are not preva 
ed by a too haſty and untimely Death? ( 
can it be ſuppos d, that Men whoſe com 
| ſation ts already in Heaven, and underſtandt 
| guiſe of this World, ſhould wave Heaven 
18 felf (were it left to their choice) for ſo lo 
a time, in hopes of enjoying what neith 
they, nor the wiſeſt or happieſt of thoſe t 
are gone before them, ever found to be 
tainable on this ſide the Grave? 


gof Heaven? And as ſuch is it not( 


| . 2. Well! but is not long life a fig 
= 
| firable ? Is it not promiſed as a preſent 


Ma prov. 3. ward of Virtue and Piety ? Are not lengib f. 
ſt | 16. day, in their right hand, and in their left l. 
5 riches and honour ? And dos it not then rat 
il | look like Sullenneſs and Ingratitude, thana 


real Perfection, to grow ſick and wear 
| our lives, while it pleaſes God to cont 
ö them in kindneſs to us? 


Sol. 1. To this 1 anſwer Firſt: That | 


» lie is a Bleſſing, generally ſpeaking, but! 
in every State or Circumſtance, and much! 


— 
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wo an equal degree to the Bleflings which 


mat Gods right hand for evermore, Tis a 
ncaifecial Favour of God to continue our lives 
ty fl we are ripe for Heaven, have made our 
u ting and Electiůon ſure, are competently ſa- 
aue 


| more faithful Service, and thereby in- 
cing our Reward, when we come (tho 


> Vet 
120 
1 
ndt 
Ven 
0 lot 
eitly 
{etl 


have a great deal of reaſon to be very 
inkful for our lives, and to be well content 


late) as a token of his Favour and good 


it ſelf, Pſalm 63. 3. And tis obſervable 


asking) limits the happineſs of it to re- 
ous and upright Men: i. e. To Men that 


1 rat. 16. 31. The hoary head 1s a Crown of glo- 
hang F it be found in the way of righteouſneſs. 
ever we are ſure, that Heaven and eter- 


W Life, are greater Bleſſings than the longeſt 
| happieft Life in this World. And fince 
y are the grand and moſt powerful Mo- 
to Religion, and are no leſs amply and 


fed with Living: Or ſo long as we have 
neaf©Þwer and opportunity of doing him longer 


be late) to Heaven. And in thele reſpects 


wait for a Diſcharge from our Soveraign 
rd: But then this we may do, and yet 
come the tidings of Death (be they early 


aſure to remove us to his heavenly King- 
. Thy favour ( ſaith David) us better than 


Wcrftand the right Art and End of living, 


reſsly promis d (almoſt in every leaf of 
Goſpel) to every true Believer in Jeſus, 
5 Ms 


oF: Solomon (who might have had a long life Kings 
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a ſeaſonable and timely Death, ſo peremy 
ſubmiſſion to the Soveraign Will and Þk 
ſure of God: the contrary to which 55 
along ſupposd throughout the whole « 


Complaints under his unparallel d Afﬀid 


len or ungrateful Humour, but meerly fr 


tions for them, or too eager in Gods d 


however it may have happen d in ſome y 
ſingular and extraordinary Caſes. Nat 
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Appendix. * 
tis certain there can be no juſt reaſon to ft 
either that we {ſhould ſet our hearts too mu 
upon them, be too forward in our Prep: 


time to enter upon the Poſſeſſion of them, 


Sol. 2. Good Men are not often ſo weary 
their Lives, as to grow impatient of liyi 


their deſire to be eaſed of the Burthensa 
Infelicities of this Life, by what they acco 


ry, rude, and abſolute, as to exclude th 


courſe on this Argument. Tis true, that) 


ons, do ſeem to have an Air of Impati 
in them: But then it is evident, that Of 
himſelf juſtifies his ſincerity; and that 
eagerneſs to die did not proceed from af 


the anguiſh and bitterneſs of his Spirit, 
able any longer to ſuſtain it ſelf under {it 
a load of Preſſures and Afflictions, as G 
for the Tryal of his Faith and Patience, ai 
to ſet a pattern in him to all future 39 
was pleas d to exerciſe him with. And the 
fore after this holy Man had caſed himſdlf 
little by breathing out his Complaints 
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eſently comes to this firm and pious Reſo- 
ion; All the days of my appointed time will Job 14- 
wait till my change cometh, This is the ge- 
uine frame of the Chriſtian Spirit, to hold 

thing independently upon the great Lord 

d Diſpoſer of all things: to have no per- 

ptory Choices of our own, in contra- 

iction to his Will and Pleaſure; but to be 

ways ready to cloſe with his Appointments, 

d to reſign our moſt ardent deſires, whe- 

er of Life or Death, to his wiſe Determi- 
ations, who has an apparent Right to fix 

e number of our days, and preſcribe the 
dunds which we cannot paſs. And hence ; 
ath David) my times are in thy hand: And pz 1.15. 
is well for us they are ſo: 1 am ſure we | 
ow not where to place them better ; and 

Were is no fear, if we dare truſt God with 

r Lives, and lead them as we ought, but 

at he will diſpoſe of them to our beſt Ad- 


hat if utabe. VVVVVVVV 
nat therefore becomes us, when we grow 
y fn ery of the World, and have moſt reaſon 


with our ſelves out of it (whether for its 
vn or the fake of a better) not to be too 
litive or importunate for a ſuddain re- 
oval from it : But to leave our ſelves to the 
vine Diſpoſal, modeſtly deſiring (if it 
all pleaſe God) that we may not out-live 
e uſe of our underſtandings and memories, 
e flouriſhing Eftate of Religion, and the 
oſperity of the Church and Nation we are 
„ we Mem- 


. Adendix. | 
Members of, which ought to be dearer tot 


than our lives. We may alſo deſire, with dy 
ſubmiſſion to the Will of God, that we ma 
not live to be a burthen to our ſelves, oz 
Friends, or our Families: Or to ſee the ti 
gical and ignominious End of any of ou 
dear and worthy Relations, or any othe 
Perſon deſervedly eſteem d (for his obligiy 
and extraordinary Virtues) a peculiar Ble 
ſing and Ornament to the Age he lives in 
In a word, that we may not be kept too lone 
in the Storm, but timely retire to our Gray 
in peace, and go off with all Advantage ſo 
.. 

I ſhould here have ſpoken ſomething pu 
ticularly in Anſwer to a third Objection, 
8 gainſt the neceſſity of a timely Preparatia 
for Death, grounded upon the Fallacy of 
| 5 late or Death-bed Repentance : But having 

| in ſome degree prevented my ſelf in th 
bit and formerly treated largely of that delpfi 
4. rate Venture in a printed Diſcourſe, I fh 
[ cloſe all with a brief Addreſs to thoſe hapy 

| Men, that have made it the great buſineſs il 
1 their lives, to prepare for Death, and na; 
Pfal. 42. can truly ſay after the holy Pſalmift : 4: 

10 „ 2. Fart panteth after the water-brooks, fo panii 
75 my ſoul after thee, O God. My ſoul tharſteth | 
So, for the living God: When ſhall I en 
 Pſ13.25.4nd appear before God? For, whom have 1" 
1 85 Heaven but thee? And there us none upon Eu 
that I deſire beſides thee, Tis your happin 
i tl 


FAppenarx. . | 
hat you have done the great Work for 
hich you were ſent into the World: The 


en are ſo mightily afraid to die. Tis your 


ighted at the thoughts or approaches of 
, that you can pleaſe your ſelves with 
Winking before hand, that the day will 
UWortly come, that will eaſe you of all your 
ains and Troubles, or what ever is diſtaſt- 
to you in this World, and bring you to 
We fight of Him whom your Souls do inceſ- 
ge ntly love and long after. And certainly 
is Divine Temper and Conſtitution of Soul, 
Spaß the beſt evidence you can defire to ſup- 
MN, Art your hopes of eternal Life and Glory. 


al is impoſſible that a Lover of God, a Perſon 


' 0 Waheayenly Frame and Converſation, ſnould 
avi 


n dug, or forc d to bewail himſelf in a ſolitary 


delpe dwandring Immortality. Again, tis your 

ppineſs, that you know whom you have be- 2 Tim. 
ped; and are per ſwaded, that he us able to leep 

which you have committed to him (that inva- 

ole Treaſure, your Immortal Souls) againſt 

day of your departure hence, and the 


1 hal 


fal hour of your appearing before Him. 


ted me in ; and that is, That you would 
5 862 ſtill 


Neglect of which is the apparent reaſon why 


W:ppineſs that you are prepared for Death 
When ever it comes: and ſo far from being 


 ſbut out of Heaven amongft damn d Spi- 


| I have therefore but one word of Advice 
leave with you: and even that, 1 am per- 
aded, you have in a great meaſure pre- 
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i Theft YOU, vi. that you rejoyce evermore : i. e. y0 


5. 16. 


of your Converſation, as by the Purity an 


and glorious Hopes, than what the Goſpe 
expreſsly requires of you, and all ſenſbl 


fore it muſt be own'd, that the lowring an 


Service to Religion. Something mult be: 
low'd to Age and natural Temper, and 
frequent and violent Pains and pining Sid 


ments of Chriſtianity. For Men that lo 


Kingdom, which a few years will put tht 
into Poſſeſſion of, to repine, languiſh, a 


there is a vaſt and viſible Difference in 
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ſtill more and more adorn the Doctrine of Gy 
our Saviour, as well by the chearfulneſs 
your Lives, and the ſweetneſs and affabiliti 


Innocence of them. There is nothing in tui 
World that better becomes Men of your vn 


Men will and may reaſonably expect fro 


ought, ſo far as is poſſible in this gloom 
and ſorrowful State, to preſerye a conſtat 
Serenity and Alacrity of Spirit. And ther 


melancholy Looks, and the ſhy and ove 
{ſevere Behaviour of ſome pious, and othe 
wiſe very excellent Men, have done no goo 


neſs: But aſſuredly an affected Sadneſs a 
Auſterity, are none of the Graces or Oi 


upon themſelves as Heirs of an everlaſti 
complain upon every croſs Accident or ( 
dinary Affliction, is very incongruous. 

To conclude, all the World muſt own, ul 


ſeveral Proſpects, which good and bad 
haye of Death and Eternity, to the unſpe- 
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Appendix. 01 
e ſoy and Satisfaction of the one, and the 
expreſſible Terrour and Confuſion of the 
her. This is a manifeſt Demonſtration of 
e mighty Power and Excellency of Reli- 
jon; and hence it is, that both Parties are 
reed (perhaps) in nothing more cordially, 
an in this general and 2 

die the death of the righteous, and let my 120 
d be * u. 


Now the God of. peace, who brought 
again from the dead our Lord 7 
and through him hath given us the vi- 

Ctory over Death, through the blood of 

the everlaſting Covenant, make us per- 
fect in every good work to do his Will, 

working in us always, that which is well 
pleaſing 1 in his ight,through Jeſus Chriſt, 


to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


THE END. 


18nd wiſh, Let 


oks Printed for John Stephens Bookſeller 
in Oxford, and are to be Sold by Fames 
Mapton at the Crown in St. Pauls Church- 
yard, London, e 1 


N Hiſtorical Geography of the New Teſta- 
ment, in two Parts; Part I. The Journeyings 
> of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Part II. 
eTravels and Voyages of St. Paul, &c. Illuſtrated 
| Adorn'd with Maps and ſeveral Copper Plates, 
ein is repreſented the preſent State of the places 
moſt remarkable. By Dr. Zdw, Wells Rector of 
bach in Leiceſterſhire. Price 6s. . 
His Common Chriſtian rightly and plainly in- 
ded in the Grounds of Chriſtianity : Or, an Ex- 
tion of the Church Catechiſin, more particularly 
ted to the Capacities and Circumſtances of the 
V7 TC: 
His Prayers on common Occaſions, Appertaining 
he aforeſaid Book. Price Gd. E 0 
His firſt Letter to a Diſſenting Pariſhoner, 4th 
t. Pr. 34. or 205. per Hundred. 
His Letter to a Diſſenting Teacher, 4th Edit. 
1d, or 204. per Hundred. 5 i 
t. Dowley 5 Letter to Dr. Wells,with the Doctor's 
lwer, 4th Edit. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred. 
His Teſtimonies of the moſt Eminent Zugliſu 
enters, as alſo of Foreign Reform'd Churches and 
ines, concerning the Lawfulneſs of the Rites and 
emonies of the Church of Eugland, and the Un- 
iulneſs of Separating from it. 3d. Edit. Price 44. 
His Examination of the Remarks on his Letter 
r. Peter Dowley. In two Parts. Price 64. 5 
His Theſes againſt the Validity of Presbyterian 
ination prov d to hold good, And Mr. Perrce's 
ſes for the Validity of Presbyterian Ordination 
d not to hold good. Numb. 7. 3d Edit. Pr. 2d. 
ik Pr. 34. Numb. III. Pr. 3d. DO 
£249, Wells 85 18 


ality, ſtated in a Sermon Preached at St. Mary; 
Oxford, arch 9. 170% by H. Sacheverell M. 


His Sermon of the Nature, Obligation, and M 


ceſter, July 25. 1706. quarto. 
— His Sermon of the Nature, Guilt, and Dany 
of preſumptuous Sins; Preached before the Univ 


lity of Oxford, Sept. 14.1707. Quarto and Othy 


ford, May 29. 1701. Quarto. 


His Invaliaiiy of Presbyterian Ordination, proy 


from the Presbyterians own Twofold Order: t 


Summary View of what has paſſed in Controye 
between Dr. Wells and Mr. Peirce, concerning i 


Tnualidity of Presbyterian Ordination. Price 24 
The Nature and Miſchief of Prejudice and Par 


Fellow of Magdalen Coll. Oxon. 3d. Edit. quart, 


ſures of Conſcience ; Preached at the Aſſizes at 1; 


Rights of the Church of Z7g/and Aſſerted at 
Prov'd, in Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, Intituledi 
Rights of the Proteſtant Difſenters : In a Revier 
their Cale. - Quarto Price rs, © 

Mr. Mathers Sermon before the Univerlity of 


Mr. Tiliys Aſſize Sermon before the Univerliy 


Oxford, July 29. 1705. 3d. Edit. Quarto. 


—— His Sermon before the Mayor and Corpora 


ol the City of Oxford, Nov 5. 1705. 2d. Edit. qun 


—— His Sermon before the Univerſity of C, 


Jan. 30. 170}. Quarto. 


Mr. Trapp Sermon before the Mayor and Cor 
ration of the City of Oxford, March 8. 170; Qui 
—— His Aſſize Sermon before the Univerſity ot 
a, 4. 1707. Quarts.  ' ©. 

Inſtitutio Logicæ ad Communes uſus accom 
data, per J. Wallis S. T. P. Geom. Profeſ Savil 

M. Tullius Cicero de Oratore. Ex MSS. recenſul 
Corkman & Coll. Univ. Edit. 2da. Pret. 3s. 6. 

Mr. Smiths Aſſize Sermon at Wincheſter. Qu 

Mr. Wilders Thanſgiving Sermon, June 1790 i 
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